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Pusnic Law 601. 797TH ConcreEss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress | 1946 


753, 2d session, which provides : 





, chapter 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled; * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLe X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEE 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
RvuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


~ on * * Oo” * 7 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deeins necessary. Subpenaus may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
* * a . s * s 


RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


(1) There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 
« - * > - a . 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
. = * * * . 


RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
« « * . * * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 12, 1954 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 2:30 p. m., in room 225, Old House Office 
Building, the Honorable Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman), pre- 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
(acting chairman), and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel ; Courtney 
E. Owens, acting chief investigator ; Thomas W. Beale, Sr. chief clerk; 
Donald T. Appell, i investigator; and Dolores Anderson, reporter. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you stand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Sumner. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. For the purpose of taking this testimony of the 
witness this afternoon, the Chair has appointed a subcommittee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Scherer, Doyle, and Jackson, with the latter as acting 
chairman. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavennER. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF MERTON D. SUMNER 


Mr. Sumner. Merton D. Sumner, S-u-m-n-e-r, 

Mr. TaveENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Sumner. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Sumner. No. 

Mr. TavenNer. When and where were you born, Mr. Sumner ? 

Mr. Sumner. At Cedar Springs, Mich., on October 17, 1910. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside now? 

Mr. Sumner. At Barrington, Ill., 207 Dundee Avenue. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Sumner. I teach new personnel for the Jewel Tea Co., con- 
ducting a sales training school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been? 
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Mr. Sumner. Four years of high school, and one year of college 
at Greenville, Ill., equivalent to about 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived at any time in San Diego, Calif. ! 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what period of time were you a resident 
of that area? 

Mr. Sumner. After I left the service. That would be the beginning 
approximately of 1940, or thereabouts, 1 believe. ; 

| know I was there in 1941, “42, 43, or “44. I don’t remember just 
exactly when I came and when I left. 

Mr. Tavenner. But it would be roughly about those dates / 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment in San 
Diego, Calif. ? 

Mr. Sumner. I had several jobs. I first went to work in the county 
hospital asan orderly. Then I took a civil-service examination for the 
post office and worked there for several years. 

Mr. Tavenner. About when did your employment begin in the post 
office / 

Mr. Sumner. In the post office? I believe about 1940, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you continued how long? 

Mr. Sumner. I think I was there nearly 4 years. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Does that mean that practically all the time you 
were in San Diego you were employed in the Post Otlice Department ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. After I became a civilian, ves. More time in the post 
office than anywhere else. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your service in the Armed 
Forces? 

Mr. Sumner. Oh—give me a chance to get a date together here. I 
think it started about 1934. I believe I was there for 3 years and 8 
months, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean at San Diego, Calif., while you were 
serving in the Marine Corps? 

Mr. Sumner. Not always in San Diego, no, but those were the ap- 
proximate dates of my service. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then you received an honorable discharge. I 
assume ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Medical discharge—otherwise honorable. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your discharge, approxi- 
mately / 

Mr. Sumner. I think probably around—somewhere between °37 and 
39, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you became a resident of San Diego, Calif., 
upon your discharge from the armed services? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you go upon leaving San Diego in ap- 
proximately 1944? | 

Mr. Sumner. To Grand Rapids, Mich., which is about 20 miles 
from my hometown where I was born. I didn’t go directly to Grand 
Rapids, but in the vicinity of Grand Rapids—first I was out on a 
farm. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is studying the activities of the Com- 
munist Party in the area of San Diego, Calif. Information has come 
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to our attention indicating that you have some knowledge of the 
activities of that organization while you were employed by the post 
office. Is that true? 

Mr. Sumner. I should have. I was a member of the Communist 
Party at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum 
stances or way under which you became a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. It was while I was still in the Marine Corps, 
oo the U.S.S. Zuscaloosa at that time. Our ship was in drydock 
at Vallejo, getting barnacles scraped off and various repairs made. 
One afternoon I was strolling around the deck and there was a group 
of welders spot welders and riveters, working on the ship and talk- 
ing about religion in a manner in which I had never heard before. 

Having come from a religious family—a very strict religious fam- 
ily—I stopped and listened to the tone of the conversation, which was 
very ant ireligious. 

Mr. Jackson. These were civilian navy-yard workers, I gather. 

Mr. Sumner. Yes, sir, Civilian navy-yard workers aboard the 
ship. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the approximate date of this? 

Mr. SUMNER. I believe it was about a year before l received my 
discharge. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would be probably in 1938 4 

Mr. Sumner. That would be pretty close. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Proceed and tell us what occurred. 

Mr. Sumner. | listened for a while and walked by and then came 

back again and said “This conversation is interesting me in a way— 
may I ask whether you belong to some kind of group or organization 
that meets to discuss these things?” The “y said, ‘ ‘Yes, we do. Why, 
did you find our conversation interesting ?” And I said “Yes, I did.” 
They started talking among themselves for a while. They asked me 
a few questions— where I was born—what political party I was 
affiliated with—what my religious background was—and so I told 
them. They then w: anted to know when I would get my next liberty, 
so I said it would possibly be that coming weekend. Then the “y said, 
“If you do, you are invited over to such and such an address.” I 
don’t remember the address now, and the y wrote it down on a card 
and handed it tome. I asked if I was welcome to bring a friend along 
with me, a second-class radioman, who was my friend, and he said 
“Well, yes. At this meeting I see no reason why you shouldn’t be 
allowed to do that.” So I invited this friend of mine. I don’t recall 
his name now. It was ona Saturday. We both had liberty—in fact 
we arranged it so we would have liberty together because we were 
eurious about what this was all about. 

When we got there, we knocked at the door and someone asked us 
tocome in. I showed thiscard. The man at the door said,“Why did 
you come in uniform?” And Isaid,“Why? I didn’t know there was 
anything wrong with it.” This was in peacetime and we could wear 
civvies. He said, *Well, come in.” 

We went in and sat down. There were approximately 30 people 
present—mostly men and possibly 2 or 3 women. They were all of the 
same type—workmen—you could see that they were. Their conversa- 
tions went in the same manner and they were talking about unions. 

47718—54—-pt. 32 
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This was pretty much over my head because up to this time I knew 
nothing about union organization—what their aims were or anything 
else. 

Before the meeting was through, however, we both became aware 
of the fact that this was a meeting of the Vallejo Communist Party. 
Towards the close of the meeting the man who had invited us to 
attend in the first -” ice came over and sat down beside us and asked if 
we were interested in joining. I said to my buddy, “What do you 
say we do to find out he at it is all about?” He said, “I am game if 
you are.” So they passed around cards. There were evidently a 
half-dozen people they had contacted like ourselves. AI] but one 
person there signed the card and paid dues. If I remember right 
they charged us a dollar—and told us when the next meeting would 
- They said, “In the meantime, here is some literature. Take it 

back to your ship, study it over, but be careful where you keep it 
because the officers may not understand it if they see it. 

I put the literature inside my marine jacket and went aboard ship. 
We went down in the emergency radio room—read the literature 
through, and destroyed it. They were pamphlets on discrimination 
against the Jewish people—against Negro people in the United 
States—why the CIO was a better labor organization than the A. F. 
of L. because of the way in which it was organized—and something 
about the organization being more militant. I think there was a 
Communist Manifesto there also, in short form, by Karl Marx. We 
threw the stuff out of the porthole after we finished reading it. 

I didn’t make any contact with the party from that time until I was 
out of the service and back in San Diego, in civilian life. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you there. Do you recall who it 
was led this meeting you attended ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. No, I don’t. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Do you remember any of the names of the people? 

Mr. Sumner. Well, if you had asked me shortly after the meeting, 
I could have named them as Comrade Joe, Comrade Dick, Comrade 
Tom, and so forth. There were no last names mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you later on in your experience meet any of the 
individuals who were present at that meeting? 

Mr. Sumner. No, I have never seen them since that time, to my 
knowledge. 

(At this point Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing 
room. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this group have any name, or any designation 
of any type? 

Mr. Sumner. Well, yes it did, because all groups have names, but 

I do not know what the name of this particular group was. I expect 
it. was called a union unit of some type. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what union? I mean by that, was 
this group of Communist Party members who were in a particular 
union ? 

Mr. Sumner. I am pretty sure it was because they were all laboring 
people. It was very evident there were no professional people there, 
so it was not a mixed type of group. They were all steamfitters, weld- 
ers, and shopmen of one type or another. It is possible they were all 
working aboard various ships, but of that I have no real knowledge. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 4627 


Mr. TavenNER. Very well. What was your next contact with the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sumner. The next contact with the Communist Party was in 
San Diego, at the International Book Shop. If I remember correctly, 
the address was 635 E Street in San Diego. I went to the bookshop 
and told them of my previous contact with the party, and that I had 
had no contact since, and asked them what group or unit I would affili- 
ate with in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that occur? 

Mr. Sumner. It occurred while I was working at the county hospi- 
tal. That would be a short time after my discharge from the service. 
It must have been around *38—1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Apparently it was about in the same year in which 
you had become a member, or was it in the following year ? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe it was the following year. 

Mr. TAvenner. Very well. What occurred after the interview you 
have just described ? 

Mr. Sumner. They said that I evidently knew very little about the 
party if this was the only contact I had had. I said that was correct, 
and I only knew what I had heard on the outside. So they said I 
had better go to a school which was a beginners school for new mem- 
bers and lasted a week, and I was expcted to attend each meeting. 
At the close of this week I would be given an opportunity to decide 
whether or not I wanted to join, because I would have to rejoin if I 
came in withthem. They would want me to come in as a new member. 

So I signed up for the school. The school consisted of sessions on 
the history of the American labor movement—the history of the 
United States, from a Marxist viewpoint, which was to the effect that 
economic conditions determined trends of history, not morals—not 
the leadership of great men or the lack of leadership of great men— 
but everything is determined by economic conditions, and the man 
will think the way he does depending upon his own personal economic 
condition. 

This was the type of thing we were taught, and then we had sessions 
on the discrimination that existed in this country against certain mi- 
nority groups, such as the Negroes, the foreign born, and it even went 
back to the American Indians. Then at the close of this session we 
were given a sic ee written questionnaire. One of the 
questions I remember because I evidently answered everything cor- 
rectly except this one. It was, “Do you feel that if communism came 
to the United States tomorrow, that it would benefit everyone?” I 
answered “Yes.” The leader—his name was Dick, but I can’t recall 
the last name—saad there was where I was entirely wrong. I said 
“Why, what do you mean? If it is all the fine things you have been 
saying, it seems to me that it would help everyone—minority, majority, 
and everybody else.” He said, “Well, it wouldn’t help the capitalistic 
owners of the country because we would line those all up against a 
wall and shoot them like dogs.” I swallowed a couple of times and 
didn’t have anything else to say. I didn’t agree with him, however, 
because I felt at that time that if communism would come into this 
country that next week that it would benefit everyone. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Can you give some identifying information regard- 
ing this person named Dic k, or whom you referred to as Dick? 
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Mr. Sumner. I can picture him in my mind. His wife’s name was 
Jean. He had a very dark complexion—however, he was a blonde. 
He looked like he laid out hours and hours on the beach. This was 
the type of complexion he had—and very blonde hair. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a functionary in the party ? 

Mr. Sumner. To my knowledg at that time he was county organizer, 
or at least the San Diego City organizer of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where he lived? 

Mr. Sumner. No I don’t. I was never in their home. I met him 
and his wife at the bookshop several times. They later were divorced 
and he married—I heard that he married, but I don’t know for sure. 
One of the party members told me that he had married a Mexican girl 

und disap speared, south of the border somewhere and left his wife and 
two or three children—small children. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this school held that you referred to? 

Mr. Sumner. It was held in the Workers’ Alliance room which was 
adjacent to the bookshop and a part of the same building. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what city? 

Mr. Sumner. San Diego, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you attend the school ? 

Mr. Sumner. As I recall it—for a week. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you fix a date for the school ? 

Mr. Sumner. I think I could if I dug into some of my old trunks 
down in the basement because I was elected, or named or chosen secre- 
tary for this particular school, to keep notes on the proceedings, and 
I believe I still have those notes somewhere. 

Mr. TavennEr. Would you produce them for a member of our staff 
for our inspection. 

Mr. Sumner. I will if I can find them. They were in a notebook— 
well typed up and decorated with pictures. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of pictures are you speaking of? Pictures 
of individuals? 

Mr. Sumner. No. The pictures were of propaganda nature. Noth- 
ing that would benefit the committee except to find out the result the 
school would have on new people—how it would influence your think- 
ing—for example, they would bring a statement that Dr. Albert 
Einstein said. I remember that he said at one time that he felt the 
Soviet Union was the greatest force in the world today—so I scurried 
around and got a picture of Albert Einstein to illustrate this state- 
ment. Those are the type of pictures I am referring to. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons attended this group? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe in round numbers about a dozen, and I have 
all their names in this notebook, if I can find it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall independently of the notebook the 
names of any of those who attended this school. 

Mr. Sumner. Well, let me see. Besides Dick and his wife Jean, 
there was a Comrade Bessie. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that a first name or a last name? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe a first name, sir. A Comrade Bessie. There 
was also a Comrade Dorothy, who was cross-eyed. Bessie was short 
and heavy set—about 48 or so, and Dorothy was also about that age. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know their last names? 

Mr. Sumner. No I don’t. Most of them would give their first 
names asI did. I went by the name of Don. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you learn the last names of any of the persons 
who attended ? 

Mr. Sumner. At that time I probably did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have that in your notebook ? 

Mr. Sumner. It is possible. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who any of the instructors were ‘ 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. Dick, who was the organizer for either the 
county or the city, and Bessie. I don’t recall any of the sessions being 
held by anyone e ‘Ise, exce pt Dick and Bessie. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the completion of your training at this school, 
whi at further connection did you have with the Communist Party at 

San Diego? 

Mr. Sumner. I was assigned to a unit there that met at the book- 
shop. Now this was called—we met at the bookshop once a week. 
The unit was called a mixed unit. Why they called it a mixed unit 
I am not certain. For example I coul | have been assigned to—well 
I was working at the county hospiti al which was not ‘organized, so 
I guess it couldn’t have been a union group to which I was assigned. 
So I think the reason it was called a mixed unit was that most of them 
were new people, except there may have been some—well they couldn't 
call them supporters—but supporters from other groups would be 
in attendance. Members were left in this unit and then assigned to 
other units, one by one, 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the approximate date when you were 
assigned to this — 

Mr. Sumner. Yes; it was right after I had completed the week’s 
schooling. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year would that be? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe around 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons were in the group # 

Mr. Sumner. Twelve. Oh, you mean in the unit / 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Sumner. Around seven or eight. It was less than those who 
were in the school. All of them that went to the school didn’t go on 
with it. 

Mr. TaveNnNerR. How long did you remain in that group, or unit ? 

Mr. Sumner. All right now. About here my memory is becoming 
hazy. I don’t know just why, but I can’t remember how long I was 
in that unit, and I can’t remember what unit I went to after that. 
I believe the next unit I went into was approximately 3 or 4 months 
after that—and it was a beach unit. It was called the beach unit 
because 1 moved to Ocean Beach, which was San Diego suburban. 
It was composed of people who lived in the beach sections, La Jolla, 
National City Beach, Point Loma Beach, Mission Beach, and Ocean 
Beach, and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the date when you changed your 
residence to that beach area ? 

Mr. Sumner. I can’t recall the date, but it must have been in late 
1939 or maybe early 1940. 

TAVENNER. How many persons composed the beach unit ? 

Mr. Sumner. I imagine about 30, if all of us got together. If we 
had a turnout of 12 or 13 workers we thought we were doing well. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of that unit? 

Mr. Sumner. Until the unit was dissolved and started meeting as a 
city unit. That would be—I can’t think of the year, but it would have 
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to be about the time that Hitler signed the nonaggression pact with 
the Soviet Union, because that was the time the San Diego Communist 
Party was most unpopular and the leaders felt that we should dissolve 
our units and meet as a city group. When various units would get 
together, I imagine they contacted the other units in San Diego. W hen 
we did get together it was to be by word of mouth, rather than using 
a telephone or the mails as heretofore. If we wanted to call the meet- 
ing for some little reason, we would just go around and contact the 
people. 

Mr. TavenNerR. What was the principal objective of this unit—the 
beach unit of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sumner. Our principal objective was—we felt or at least I felt 
it was to hold study groups. We studied various economic conditions 
and kept track of conditions and what was going on in the war. The 
city organizer would come around and he would pick people from 
our unit to go out and do certain things—such as distributing leaflets 
and pamphlets that the party would put out. We circulated the 
People’s World, which was published in San Francisco on Saturdays. 
We sold them. 

Mr. Tavenner. By this time were you familiar enough with the 
setup of the organization of the Communist Party to be able to tell 
the committee who the high functionaries were and what positions 
they held? 

Mr. Sumner. Well, yes. The State man—you would hear the names 
of the State men quite often—such as Schneiderman, Bill, whose offices 
were in San Francisco. Pettis Perry, the Negro, was a State func- 
tionary, I believe, or he may have been a national functionary of the 
party. He wasa heavy set Negro. Anita Whitney, who was a State 
functionary—lI believe it was State. Mother Bloor. These names 
were pretty common among members because we were constantly 
reading pamphlets put out by these people. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNER. Can you give us the names of functionaries on the 
county level ? 

Mr. Sumner. County functionaries? They were different at dif- 
ferent times. It seemed about every 8 or 9 months there would be a 
complete reorganization—someone would come in and someone else 
would go out. After Dick left, I believe the man who replaced him 
was Matt—I believe his first name was Matthew. I don’t recall the 
last name. 

People who stayed were, however 

Mr. TavENNER. What was that name? 

Mr. Sumner. People who stayed on, whether county or not, were 
the Deckers. I don’t know whether it was spelled D-e-c-k-e-r or 
D-e-k-k-e-r. Frances, and what was her husband’s name now? It 
was Frances Decker or Dekker, and I should know it because we al- 
ways said their names in the same breath—would it have been Bill? 
Anyway it was Decker, and her name was Frances. 

Mr. Dorie. How old a woman was she? 

Mr. Sumner. She was young—anywhere in her 20’s—a blond. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did she hold? 

Mr. Sumner. I don’t know but she was always there and taking 
an active part. She could have been a secretary but I couldn’t say 
for sure. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, are there any names you can now recall of 
persons who were functionaries on the county level ? 

Mr. Sumner. I only attended one meeting—one county meeting— 
it was for the purpose of electing officers and that was just before I 
left San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1944? 

Mr. Sumner. About 1944, I believe so. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Was there a city committee, or executive commit- 
tee of the Communist Party in San Diego with which you were 
familiar ? 

Mr. SuMNer. Well, I was always familiar with the organizer of 
them. ‘There was—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the organizer? 

Mr. Sumner. Matt—Matthew. There wasa Vidaver. Right now 
I can’t say for sure if the two names go together or not, but it sounds 
awfully familiar. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other members 
of the beach group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SuMNER. Beach Club—yes. 

There was a Jay and Alberta Fouts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give any other identifying information 
regarding them, such as their occupations and their activities within 
the party. 

Mr. Sumner. Jay’s activity was as a garbage collector, or rather his 
occupation was. 

Then there were the Berman’s. The last name was Berman and 
the first name was—Mildred and Phil Berman, I imagine. It may 
have been spelled with 1 “n” instead of 2. Phil, I think, worked at 
the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp. I don’t believe Mildred 
worked. 

Then Al—or Albert Pitt, and his wife’s name was—no, I don’t re- 
call it. 

There was an Alexander somebody, that we called Alex. He lived 
in Ocean Beach. 

There was a young couple from the Scripps Institute, and it was in 
La Jolla. I believe it is a part of California Tech, or UCLA. They 
vere studying oceanography, or something of that type at Scripps 
in La Jolla. 

Then there was a young couple—I think the last name was Olsen— 
Dorothy Olsen. His name doesn’t come back to me. 

There was another young couple—most of them were young couples. 
He came in from the United States Army and was in the group about 
a month or two and was gone again, and I can’t recall his name. I 
should be able to because he was a so-called artist of the Home Front 
News, of which I was editor in chief. It was a propaganda sheet 
which we broadcast or put out from the beach neighborhood—we ran 
it off on the mimeograph. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that sponsored in any way by the Beach cell 
or group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. We had our name on it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the general purpose of the news sheet 
or publication ? 

Mr. Sumner. The general purpose was to—I wish I had some copies 
of that—I don’t think I saved any of those. I can give you what the 
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nature of the articles were that we ran. There was one article en- 
titled “Why Don’t We Give Our Soldiers the Vote 4 Then there 
was one, “Why Doesn’t the Government Support Tito in Yugoslavia ¢” 


He at that time was in the favor of Russia. Another one was on a 
local issue, “Let’s Get Out to the Polls and Elect So-and-So as Mayor, 
and I can’t even remember the name now. I got called on the carpet 


for that one because they informed me we weren't supposed to back 
anyone. I said, “Why? Isn't he a good man?” And they said, 
“Yes, but the majority of the people aren’t for the Communist Party 


and that is pretty likely to lose him a lot of votes in the Beach area 

with the Communist name on the bottom of the sheet. That was the 
type of thing we had in the news sheet. Down at the bottom we would 
always say, “For information concerning the party, phone so-and-so,” 


which was tke bookshop address of the city he: adqi iarters of the party. 
Anyhow, the phone was in the book, and we always said to phone 
so-and-so, or write to so-and-so for additional information. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of this pamphlet or news 
sheet / 

Mr. Sumner. The Home Front News. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Beach 
group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Until the units were dissolved—not actually dis- 
solved, but we didn’t meet anymore as groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you said that was approximately in the 
period of the signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. I am trying to rationalize to myself that that was 
when { happened. | ain trying to get clear in my mind why the 
units dissolved as such, and why we met as a city group. I can’t 
think of any good reason why it was done, unless it was that reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your ex- 
perience in the Communist Party was, sseachatalande at the time that 
the separate units were disbanded in San Diego and you began meet- 
Ingasacity group. That is correct, isn’t it, city group? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe it was county because—and yet I am con- 

used with the Grand Rapids units. I am putting the two of them 
together now in my mind. I keep getting this Grand Rapids group 
mixed up with San Diego. In San Diego it was city—it was still 
city in San Diego. We met at a woman’s club—a Negro woman’s club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well—did this club or group know that the meet- 
ings you were holding were Communist Party meetings ? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee on what you base this statement, 
please 

Mr. Sumner. Let’s see—how did you—when we were notified we 
would just say we were having meetings and didn’t say this was a 
Communist group meeting, and we were going to meet at such-and- 
such a time and would be there. When we got there we called each 

ther comrade this-and-that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am speaking of the knowledge that it was a Com- 
munist Party meeting, not by. the membe Ts in attendance, but I am 
talking now about this woman’s club, this N Negro woman’s club which 
was allowing you to meet in their quarters. 

Mr. Sumner. Oh, of that I don’t have any knowledge. I wondered 
myself sometimes about that. 
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Mr. Tavenner. As far as your testimony, you couldn’t say this 
woman’s club knew of the purpose of the meetings held by you in 
their club quarters, or that it was a Communist Party group that was 
meeting there? 

Mr. Sumner. To my knowledge they didn’t know that—however, I 
couldn’t say for sure one way or another. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please tell us your experiences from time 
to time in the citywide group meetings ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Usually they would get an outside speaker who would 
come down from Frisco and Los Angeles. I know Pettis Perry was 
there once—a Negro man, and I believe he was from Frisco. 

There were others whose names I don’t recall. I saw them once or 
twice perhaps—but the name of Pettis Perry sticks with me. I just 
saw him that once, and of course it was all after Hitler attacked the 
Soviet Union and then we completely swung over into the war effort. 
It was a complete switch. You had to be able to turn some pretty 
quick somersaults overnight from time to time. 

We were told to cooperate in every way with the war effort and 
whatever we did, and whatever we did to not do it in a way as though 
we knew it all. They told us “You are going to even find some people 
among the American Red Cross and various safety organizations 
around the towns that can teach you a lot, and to become affiliated with 
these groups.” We were to join a safety group of some kind—take 
first aid courses, so that in case of attack we can be right out there in 
front. We were to be on record to be outstanding because the party 
might get to the place where it is looked upon pretty favorably in 
some circles and the harder we worked for the war effort, the more 
favorable our position would become. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the source of those directives? 

Mr. Sumner. Men like Pettis Perry that would come in from 
Frisco. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were the meetings addressed by Pettis Perry and 
other persons holding similar positions closed meetings of the Com 
munist Party, or were they open meetings that is, open to non-Com- 
munist Party members? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe they were closed. To my knowledge no in- 
vitations were given out except to party members. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you receive your notice to attend such 
meetings ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. At that time, I believe, they were using the telephone 
again. They were notifying us by phone. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the leaders of the county group at that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Who were the leaders ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Sumner. The city group, I believe it would be, wouldn’t it? 
The city group in San Diego? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Let me ask you first? How many persons composed 
the city group ? 

Mr. Sumner. There was the old beach unit, which was made up of 
approximately 30 members. There was a professional unit—I don’t 
know what their membership would be. That would be made up of 
teachers and people of that nature. There were union groups, labor 
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union units—an old labor union unit. I don’t know how many mem- 
bers they had because I never attended one. And then there were 
members at large, or something of that sort. I don’t know how they 
met or how they held themselves together, but once in a while a 
member at large would attend this city group. The membership took 
an active part in epee nF. but had very little directives. You 
couldn’t get up and say “let’s do this or do that.” You would act on 
a suggestion—perh: ae it would be made by the Chair, and the Chair 
was the organizer—someone like Pettis Perry, who addressed the 
group, and the Chair would say, for instance: “You have heard the 
oe ntation. The — are in order, and what is your desire to 

‘arry out this program 4 

Mr. Tavenner. About how many organizations composed this city 
group of the Communist Party, roughly ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. There must have been about 80 members anyway in 
San Diego, but if we had 25 members—if 25 turned out for the city 
group, if would be good. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you occupy any position with the city group 
at any time, such as secretary or treasurer, or any other position ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. No, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who the chairman was? 

Mr. Sumner. The chairman would have been the city organizer. 
This Matt, whom I think had a last name of Devalo—he had a little 
moustache. and Morgan Hull was the organizer at that time. He was 
in there just a short period of time and then gone. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Do you recall who succeeded Morgan Hull? 

Mr. Sumner. No, I think Morgan Hull, as I recall, was the organ- 
izer at the time I left San Diego, but who succeeded him I don’t 
know, because I attended a county meeting just before leaving San 
Diego and I am pretty sure it was Morgan Hull who chaired that 
meeting. I think he was a county organizer. I think he chaired that 
meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall at this time any of the names of the 
members at large who attended these meetings ? 

Mr. Sumner. The members at large—uh—no sir. They were dif- 
ferent at each time—there were always some people that were always 
there. There would be a half-dozen people who were always there. 
The rest of them you would see once and not see them again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the names of any of the members 
at large in San Diego? 

Mr. Sumner. No, I don't. 

Mr. TavenNER. You referred to members of the professional group 
having attended the c ity wide meetings ? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the names of any of the members of 
the professional group of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sumner. No, I can’t on that either. I don’t—they attended 
rarely—they would send a delegate, who as I recall was a differs 
person each time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a list of names for the purpose of en- 
deavoring to refresh your recollection of party members in San Diego. 
Will you examine this list and if this list refreshes your recollection, 
tell the committee, please, the names of any appearing thereon who 
were known to you to have been members of the Communist Party? 
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If there is any individual you are not certain about do not mention 
his name or make reference to it in your testimony. 

Mr. Sumner. I don’t recall any of these names, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you give the committee the names 
of any persons known to you to have been members of the Communist 
Party who attended any of the meetings to which you have referred ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Yes, this Alexander I named in the first part of the 
testimony. His first name has come to me. It is Ben Alexander. 1 
am trying to think of any other names — no — I can’t recall any other 
names at this time at least be yond the names I have already me tioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you were a member of a group of the 
Communist Party just prior to your moving to the beach area ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t ask you the names of those associated with 
you at that time, or of that group. Will you search your memory on 
that ? 

Mr. Sumner. Largely that was the same group who attended the 
preliminary schooling which they gave us. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have stated that this group was largely 
the same as the group who attended the school with you, and that you 
believed that you can reproduce their names accurately from your 
notes, if you are able to find them ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Iam hoping so. I know I put them down in the bot 
tom of an old trunk. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what incidents 
occurred during the time you met with the citywide group of the 
Communist Party until the time you left San Diego? 

Mr. Sumner. I don’t quite get the nature of the question there. It 
isn’t clear to me what you mean. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to know what particular activities the Com- 
munist Party engaged in during the period of time you are now testi- 
fying about; that is, from the time you began attending the citywide 
meetings of the Communist Party until the time you left San Diego. 
Any activities which would throw some light on the character of the 
Communist Party in San Diego. 

Mr. Sumner. The distribution of literature throughout the town, 
such as the People’s World. Also an active part in any campaign 
which would come up. The party would determine which men, or 
group of men they said were the most liberal. You can put quotation 
marks around the word “liberal” if you like—at least that was the word 
they used for most progressive-liberals. 

Also the passing out of circulars. Also there was an organization 
which was chaired by a Communist functionary—I can’t recall the 
name, but he was tall and blonde and young. This was the Americans 
for Democratic Action organization, at least that is the name in my 
mind right now. 

Also we supported the campaign of Governor Olsen and Leo Gal- 
lagher. Those two names I can remember, but I can’t name any others. 
We went around nailing up billboards all over town on this. 

I believe it was during this time—no, that must have been earlier 
an organization, or a letter-writing campaign it actually was—to 
organize as many people as possible to get interested in a letter-writ- 
ing campaign to Congress to free Tom Mooney from prison. Mass 
meetings were held at the Methodist Church in San Diego for this. 








4636 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Tavenner. Those mass meetings were not held under the name 
of the Communist Party, were they / 

Mr. Sumner. No. Not under the name of the Communist Party, 
but we sponsored, or supported and worked in and through these meet- 
ings, to make sure there was plenty of literature ps issed out, and that 
type of thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you pay Communist Party dues / 

Mr. Sumner. I believe in the city we were paying to Frances 
Decker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether there 
were any instances that you know of in which members of the Com- 
munist Party were disciplined for a deviation from what was con- 
sidered to be Communist Party directives or the Communist Party 
line? If so, will you tell the committee about them ? 

Mr. Sumner. The first instance that comes to my mind resulted 
from a discussion that the party was having on the Negro situation. 

(At this point Representative Clyde Doyle left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Sumner. This particular party member—I don’t recall his 
name—said that the Ne, ‘gro people were—I am trying to think now just 
how he put it—that the Negro people were a minority part of this Na- 
tion, and the leader jumped up immediately and said “The Negro 
people are a nation themselves.” The member got up again and said 
“Why do you say the Negro people are a nation in themselves 4 They 
have no government and no organization.” The leader then said, “You 
don’t understand the meaning of the word ‘nation.’ A nation is a 
group of people who have a common interest—common background— 
and who have developed over a period of ye: urs why they have because 
of their economic conditions, and whether they are organized into an 
official government or not, that makes them an official nation.” The 
gentleman from the floor said he couldn’t understand that at all—that 
it didn’t make sense to him—so the Chair informed him he was out of 
order and not to discuss it anymore but to come to him after the 
meeting. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Who was the leader of that meeting ? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe it was this Matt. 

Then there was another one on the Jewish situation. I believe this 
was away back in the bookshop. I never could put these two together 
in my mind because they seemed to me to be quite the opposite of what 
was said in the case of the Negro people. In the course of the conversa- 
tion one was asked “What would be your definition of a Jew?” He 
said it would be a person who belongs to the Jewish race, and the 
leader, who was this Dick, but I don’t recall his last name, said, “That 
is where you are entirely wrong. The Jewish people are not a race— 
they are a religion.” He said, “If a Catholic would renounce his 
religion tomorrow and accept the Jewish orthodoxy, he would be a 
Jew, or if a Jew would renounce his Jewish orthodoxy and accept 
nisliaiene.. he would be a Catholic.” The man from the floor said 
“That doesn’t make sense to me. It seems to me they are a race of 
people who have developed over a period of time and have the Jewish 
blood.” The leader got mad and said “There is no difference in the 
blood of a Jew or of the blood of an Irishman.” They got into quite 
an argument and it ended up the same way. “See me after the 
meeting.” 
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In my mind this seemed to be a kind of an opposite approach and 
I could never figure out the difference. 

The only time I was ever reprimanded was in the first meeting 
when I answered the question that communism would be good for 
the entire country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any postal employees in San Diego who 
were members of the Communist Party at the same time that you were ? 

Mr. Sumner. I doubt it very much. If there had been I would 
have seen them at one meeting or the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. You testified that you left San Diego in 1944 and 
went to Grand Rapids, Mich. ? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNeR. What type of work were you engaged in in Grand 
Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. In Grand Rapids the first thing I did out in the coun- 
iry—it was a rural community about 30 miles out of Grand Rapids— 
was to lease some property there and I went into “muck farming,” 
or what we called “muck farming” there, and raised onions and 
cabbages. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you affiliate with any party there at Grand 
Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee how that was done? 

Mr. Sumner. I took the address in the phone book. They had given 
me a letter in San Diego of transfer to Grand Rapids. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you the letter? 

Mr. Sumner. The organizer would be Morgan Hull. I had an ini- 
tial on it, but Frances Decker gave the letter to me. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What was stated in the letter? 

Mr. Sumner. I believe it was a sealed letter, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom was it addressed ? 

Mr. Sumner. To the Grand Rapids Communist Party; that is, on 
the outside there was no address but must have been on the inside 
like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you do with the letter ? 

Mr. Sumner. I burned it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you deliver it to the Communist Party head- 
quarters in Grand Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you make your contact with the Commu- 
nist Party in Grand Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. When I got to Grand Rapids I didn’t know whether 
I wanted to get into it or not. There was a long period that I didn’t 
contact them. It ran on for several months and one day, out of 
curiosity as much as anything else, I looked it up in the phone book. 

Here again it was in a bookshop in Grand Rapids, on Bond Avenue. 
I told them of my membership in San Diego and they said “Where 
have you been all this time?” I said “I have been trying to find you, 
and that I had a letter of transfer and wasn’t too cert: iin that I wanted 
to get started right away on this again. 

He was pretty mad and said, “Even if you lost or mislaid the letter, 
you could have found us. I don’t see why you took all this time get- 
ting here. There are some back dues to pay, and if you are going to 
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belong to this group here you are going to have to buckle down because 
we don’t do that sort of thing here.” He proceeded to read me off 
pretty seriously. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his name? 

Mr. SumNer. Muelder, M-u-e-l-d-e-r, I think it was spelled. It was 
his last name and I can’t think of his first name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you unite with the Communist Party in Grand 
Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. I paid him my dues when I was in there and he 
said a card would be issued to me later. They first wanted to check to 
see if I had done anything I shouldn’t have according to the Com- 
munist doctrine. They made some type of investigation, I imagine. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many members composd the Communist Party 
group in Grand Rapids? 

Mr. SumNer. Grand Rapids—lI believe 30 or 35 members. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the principal activity in which that group 
engaged ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Holding meetings. Passing out leaflets at—I am 
trying to think of the name of that place out in suburban Grand 
Rapids—it was a big plant out there. Oh, I believe it was General 
Motors. Passing out leaflets at the gate when they would come out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the leaflets prepared by the Communist Party 
and carrying the Communist Party fine? 

Mr. Sumner. As I recall it, they had the name of the Communist 
Party on the leaflets usually—yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other activity was this group engaged in? 

Mr. Sumner. That is the only thing I can think of the only thing 
I ever did, or the only thing I was ever asked to do. Weekends I was 
to distribute the Daily Worker. Oh, I remember another one. T'o 
make a door-to-door canvass of the town as closely as possible, which 
of course was never accomplished because there weren’t enough mem- 
bers to go around. We were assigned areas to make a door-to-door 
canvass to get the Communist Party on the ballot in the State of Mich- 
igan. They had to have so many signatures in order to make it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what year that was? 

Mr. Sumner. Let’s see—the last election was in 1950, right? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Sumner. It must have been—it must have been just prior to 
1946. That would be in 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the leaders of the group ? 

Mr. Sumner. I have been thinking in terms of San Diego so long 
it is hard to switch now to Grand Rapids. 

Well—the very active ones were Kay Tenet, or T-e-n-n-e-n-t—it 
may have been spelled either way, but it was Kay, although Kay 
wasn’t her real name. That is the name she went by but her name 
wasn’t Kay. I don’t remember what it was now, but she had told me 
later what it was. 

Abe S-a-b-o-]-i-n-s-k-i. That is the young Abe, not his father. 
His father was not a member because he was foreign-born and they 
wouldn’t accept him. 

(At this point in the hearing Mr. Tavenner asked to be excused for 
a time and Donald T. Appell, committee investigator assumed the 
questioning of the witness. ) 
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Mr. Appetit. Is young Sabolinski Abe or Tom ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Abe. He had a brother killed in the war. I don’t 
remember his name though. 

Mr. Appetit. Did Abe Sabolinski contribute to the party activities 
in Grand Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. The Senior Abe? 

Mr. Apretyu. Yes, the father. 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Arretn. Both financial and otherwise? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 

Mr. Appetit. Do you know any specific financial contribution he 
made to the Communist Party / 

Mr. Sumner. No, except I believe I have heard him saying so. I 
didn’t see him hand out the money to them. He told me he had given 
money from time to time to them. 

The young Abe that you just told me off the record had been killed 
told me “I am going out on a campaign to get some money and I know 
Dad will give some, but gee whiz, I don’t want Dad to do it all.” 

Mr. Arretn. What type of unit of the party were you assigned to 
there? The neighborhood group? What was its Communist Party 
name ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. The West Side Group was the name of ours. 

Mr. Appetit. Who were the members of the West Side Club, as best 
you can recall ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. The Sabolinskis attended. Kay Tenet attended. 
Theodore Theodore, whom we called Ted. That was his first and last 
name. His wife was colored. 

Mr. AprreLu. Let me ask you if you knew certain individuals from 
the Grand Rapids area. I will name them and you can answer either 
cy es” or “No.” 

Fred Fields? 

Mr. Sumner. Fred Fields; yes. 

Mr. Appeti. Was he a member of the West Side Club? 

Mr. Sumner. Fred Fields—let’s see, what was he now—he held 
some kind of an office for a time in Grand Rapids, but I don’t recall 
what. office it was. 

Mr. Appetn. Ruth Gilbert? Her maiden name was Williams. 

Mr. Sumner. Ruth Williams—I remember that name. 

Mr. AprELL. How about William Glenn ? 

Mr. Sumner. William Glenn, yes, and his wife, Virginia. William 
and Virginia Glenn; yes. 

Mr. Apretn. Mike Redick? 

Mr. Sumner. Mike Redick, yes. He was also, besides being a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, an insurance collector for the Interna- 
tional Rural Order of the [WO. 

Mr. Arrety. Did you hold any office within the party there ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Outside of the local unit, you mean ¢ 

Mr. Apre.yi. That is the Communist Party itself. 

Mr. Sumner. Yes, in the Communist Party itself in a unit capacity. 
I was twice educational director of the unit. 

Mr. Aprett. Who was chairman of the unit of the West Side Club ? 
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Mr. Sumner. Well, it was chaired by the city organizer. He 
would go around and chair the units. He also chaired the city meet- 
ings that were held at the—no, it wasn’t a city meeting. We met at 
Kay Tenet’s house. She had a big house there. 

Mr. Arpreii. The party at Grand Rapids was always a large organi- 
zation as far as the rest of Michigan was concerned, outside of Flint? 

Mr. Sumner. It was the largest organization in western Michigan, 
tomy knowledge. When we would get together at Kay Tenet’s house, 
which was the western Michigan section, there were members coming 
in from Muskegon, Benton Harbor, St. Joe’s, and Cadillac. We had 2 
from Muskegon, maybe 2 from St. Joe, and maybe 1 from Ludington. 

Mr. Arreii. The St. Joe group had a larger unit, but they had a 
good concentration at Benton Harbor. The people who would come 
to the Tenet house were delegates from the St. Joe area? 

Mr. Sumner. Well, anyone could attend. Someone was supposed 
to represent the group, but anyone from these towns could come. 
In fact, they wanted them to come. There were about six who came in 
from Muskegon and they were pretty happy about them. 

Mr. Arpeii. Do you recall the identity of anyone from St. Joe 
x Benton Harbor? This Kay Tenet, for instance. I don’t know if 
you went into that previously, but if not, what was her occupation ? 

Mr. Sumner. She was related in some way to a furniture manu- 
facturer. I don’t know just what the relationship was. She was 
single, and I don’t know if she had been married or not but she was 
single at the time I knew her. She must have been in her fifties 
and she would run an advertisement or maybe 2 or 3 advertisements 
in a national magazine, such as the Better Homes and Gardens, and 
magazines of that nature, in which she would advertise a single 
chair—just one chair that this relative of hers would manufacture, 
and he would give her the commission evidently on all the chairs 
she sold as a result of the advertisement. I guess she sold quite : 
few. As far as I know she only used this way of making a living 
and she evidently did very well at it. She was pretty influential 
in town. She knew a lot of influential people. I don’t know too 
much of her background but she knew everybody. She knew min- 
isters—she knew the chairman of the board of education—she held 
dinner parties at her home where she would invite different people 
and different speakers. She was—well frankly, I considered her 
the most intelligent member of the Grand Rapids group and I felt 
pretty close to her. My wife and I both did. We were friendly 
and I still feel that way. 

Mr. Arrett. As of the time you left there was she still close to the 
party ¢ 

Mr. Sumner. Yes, and she is now, as far as I know. I can’t figure 
just why. She has got too much on the ball to waste her time in 
there. 

Mr. Appetit. When did you break with the Communist Party at 
Grand Rapids? 

Mr. Sumner. I didn’t break. I never notified them that I was leav- 
ing. Grand Rapids may still feel—and Fran Decker too—they may 
still be under the impression that I still am a party member somewhere. 

Mr. Apre.i. She was in San Diego? 

Mr. Sumner. That’s right. Probably Fran still thinks so. I 
imagine everyone with whom I have been in contact within the party 
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thinks I am still a member, but the officials wouldn’t think so because 
if they have checked the national headquarters they would find my 
dues haven’t been paid for the last 6 years. 

Mr. Arrety. You ceased all party activities? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes, I went on the road for my company while my 
family still lived at Grand Rapids and I have had no connection 
with the party since then. 

Mr. Arrett. When was that roughly? Sometime in 1949? 

Mr. Sumner. Well, let’s see. I have been with the company for 5 
years and I spent a year of that at Grand Rapids, so I went on the 
road for the company 4 years ago. 

Mr. Arre.i. So it was really 1949? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. 1948 or so. Or 1949 or somewhere in there. 
Four years ago. 

Mr. Arre.i. I would like to give you an opportunity at this time, 
if you desire, to put into the record why you an your membership 
in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Sumner. I think it goes back to religion. I was raised in a 
very strict religious family. I mean very strict. Smoking was a 
sin— cardplaying was a sin—wearing a necktie was a sin—wearing 
jewelry was a sin—and of course dane ing and all this type of activity 
were sin—movies and basketball, and so on. And yet my parents 
were very sincere Christians. I am not saying anything against the 
religion as such. 

Well, anyhow, up until the time I was graduated from high school 
I lived under this type of association, not only in my family life but 
with people who believed in the same way. We had one minister—I 
hope I am not making this too big but the reason I would like to say 
this is that I think it can give you some of the psychology the Com- 
munist Party can use in working on people’s minds and getting them 
in. They have some pretty damn good psychologists in there. To 
get. back. we had one minister who said in Sund: iy School one morn- 
ing—‘You are going to hear, when you get out in the world—you 
are going to hear of modernism in religion. For example, they will 
tell you the reason the walls of Jericho fell down when the children 
marched around them”—if you will pardon me, my Dad is dead, 
and talking of this brings it all back to me—‘they will tell you the 
reason this happened was because of certain vibrations, etc. In other 
words, they will tell you the Bible can be explained by rational means.” 

That is where—I didn’t know I was doing it—but that was where I 
first began to doubt many of the things the church was teaching me, 
and one day when I was in Grand Rapids I was walking down the 
street and saw a big sign upon one of the churches in town there that 
we as children were told never to go into. The sign said “Preston 
Bradley will speak here Thursday night.” I didn’t know who he was, 
but I went anyhow and it turned out he was the minister of the First 
Unitarian Church in Chicago. He talked of Thomas Paine, the early 
American radical. Preston Bradley just about murdered me that 
night, as far as all my past thinking of religion was concerned. I 
came out of there terrifically upset. I had nothing to look to because it 
seemed all my past foundations were torn out from under me—so I 
entered on a period where I went to every church I could find. Cath- 
olic, Jewish, Protestant, Christian Science, even Spiritualism, because 
I was seeking for something. At that time I hadn’t found it—I mean 
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when I was on board the ship while I was in the service—in the 
Marine Corps on board the 7'uscaloosa. I came across these men 
and they were a group of men who were t: han about religion, and 
because I was still seeking for something I was interested and stopped 
to listen to them. This was an entirely new thing to me—the things 
they were talking about, and the general tone of their conversation 
was that Jesus Christ was no supernatural man—he was just a car- 
penter. And yet, according to my past training, and so on, these men 
were what the majority of people would consider very antireligious. 
I considered them to be so, too, at that time, and still do in about 50 
percent of what they had to say. 

So, as I mentioned earlier in my testimony here, I asked them if 
there was some kind of group that met and discussed these things, 
and that I was interested. This turned out to be my first Communist 
Party meeting, and they gave me a party card. I had taken a buddy 
of mine who was aboard the same ship with me, and we both went 
to this meeting. When we got there, however, they weren’t discussing 
religion at all, but the trade-union movement. 

Mr. Aprrri. If I may interrupt here—the meeting in the church 
where Preston Bradley spoke—was that at Grand Rapids or in Chi- 
cago? 

Mr. Sumner. Grand Rapids. He was a minister of the First 
Unitarian Church in Chicago, but he was speaking in Grand Rapids. 
He is a good loyal American, and I didn’t mean to infer he was not. 
I am a native of Grand Rapids. 

Mr. Apreti. The conversation you overheard aboard the 7’usca- 
loosa—when was that? 

Mr. Sumner. That was approximately a year before I received my 
medical discharge from the Marine Corps. It must have been around 
1938 or 1939. 

Mr. Arpeii. These men that you heard talking—were they aboard 
the Tuscaloosa? 

Mr. Sumner. Yes. Our ship was in drydock at Vallejo, actually 
at San Pedro—getting work done on it—some spot-welding, repairing 
the bulkhead and so on. These men were civilians employed by the 
Navy yard. When I asked them about a meeting they said if I would 
come to such and such a place I would hear more about it. So I took 
this friend of mine with me and we didn’t know until we got there that 
it was a Communist Party meeting. 

Why did I join? I guess I joined because of ignorance, for one 
thing. For one thing, ignorance of the full scope or meaning of the 
Communist movement. For another thing, I was looking for some- 
thing to fill the big hole I had in my life. 

This particular meeting, however, was—like I said—all on trade- 
union movement things, which was entirely over my head because I 
knew nothing about the trade-union movement at that time. They 
asked if we wanted to join the group and things like where were we 
born, and so on, and were passing out the cards. My buddy and I 
decided to join for the fun of it and we did. They gave us a bunch of 
literature to read and we went back on board the ship. 

sad the literature and I didn’t realize it at that particular time 
but the literature they gave us to read—to take back on board the 
ship—was literature on “discrimination against the Jewish people— 
discrimination against the Negro people and articles along the line as 
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to what we must have in this country, such as a complete brotherhood, 
and soon. I think if I had a different background—and these people 
knew what kind of pamphlets to give me, for instance because they 
played on my past religious experience and it made sense. The danger 
of the thing is that once they get you started and you become inter- 
ested, you are taken along enough, inch by inch and foot by foot until 
finally you wake up to the fact that you have accepted a lot of things 
that you don’t really accept. For example, there is a terrific amount 
of hero worship involved. Every time Stalin opened his mouth and 
Browder opened his mouth and said this or thai, you said, “Yea, 
Stalin” or “Yea, Browder” and it was the gospel truth, and you ac- 
cepted it. This was what I was particularly interested in getting 
away from. Now, here I was arriving at a place—and I could see it— 
where it didn’t make sense to believe it just because Stalin opened 
his mouth and said something and you had to swallow it, any more 
than that it was a sin to wear a necktie or a ring. So there was this 
terrific amount of hero worship involved. Also you were expected 
to reverse your thinking overnight on major issues—such as when 
Hitler and Stalin signed the nonaggression pact, then we were sup- 
posed to be against war. Just as soon as Hitler attacked the Soviet 
Union, the America First Committee became eager for war. I haven’t 
the kind of mind to do that. 

Why you go on and continue to be a member—that is something 
which I wish somebody would tell me. Frankly, I don’t understand 
it but you are always waiting for a spot when something is going to 
happen so that you can break with the group so that it won't be con- 
spicuous enough for the group to notice and you can get out. I was 
longing for this opportunity. When my opportunity « came with my 
company to leave Grand Rapids I decided this was it. I decided I 
was never going to contact another group and would be finished with 
this whole business and that is going to be that. In a group like that 
your mind can get to be at a place where you can get to believe just 
the opposite of what they had taught you, you should believe, because 
regardless of the theories and reg rardiess of anything else—when so- 
and-so says something you had better do it, and there is a reason to do 
it or he wouldn’t have said it. So their theories, to my way of think- 
ing, when they know of your background training and get you started 
and interested and make you think that it is one of the most wonder- 
ful things in the world—well you become pretty well saturated with 
it. Then when the time comes that you are saturated with it, almost 
anything they tell you to do, you do it because with these theories 
with which you were saturated. Anyhow, these people couldn’t tell 
you both things—that you should have one big brotherhood and yet 
that you should do this and that against it. 

Mr. Aprety. What things about the Communist Party did you, as 
a result of your membership in the Communist Party, find to be 
wrong, and which brought you to the point where you said to your- 
self “I am going to break away from it and have nothing more to do 
with it.” 

Mr. Sumner. The first thing wrong about it is their authority—to 
follow the leadership and whatever is said must be done. You must 
be militant and follow this leadership because they have an inside 
knowledge, and even though it may be a thing you think you shouldn’t 
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do, you should do it. Follow the leadership regardless. This defeats 
one of their so-called basic conceptions, which is a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. There is a contradiction there. 

Another thing that is wrong about it is that it completely destroys 
your liberty. You don’t have freedom of thought—you don’t have 
freedom of religion—you don’t have freedom of expression, because 
you are supposed to talk, think, and live the party line, no matter 
whether it agrees exactly with what you are thinking or not. 

Another thing that is wrong with it is that it accepts the leadership 
of a foreign country, rather than the leadership of this country as 
final. It is the Soviet Union this and the Soviet Union that. Well, 
now, I believe that the Soviet Union has accomplished something that 
may not have been accomplished under the Czars. I don’t go for the 
method in which they accomplished it, but you will have to admit the 
Soviet Union is ahead today agriculturally, mechanically, educa- 
tionally, et cetera, by its present setup. 

The way I look at it, you can go right back to our Founding Fathers 
here—the conception they had, and the reason we are as far ahead in 
this country as we are, is by following out these principles. And just 
like I think there are a lot of good things about the Soviet Union, I 
think the United States has a good many things which can be con- 
sidered to be entirely wrong. 

Mr. Arreti. Did you find that the Communist Party basically— 
well, how they regarded the individual, whether they are black, white, 
Jewish, or what? 

Mr. Sumner. It has this regard for the individual—if the philos- 
ophy is right that they have, you can say it is regard for the individual. 
The philosophy is that only by serving the state can the individual 
get what he should out of life—therefore it is to the individual’s bene- 
fit or advantage if he serves the state. 

Mr. Appe.L. But I am talking about not the theory, but the practice. 

Mr. Sumner. In practice whatever they tell you to do, you do it or 
else you are in disfavor. You fear them. However, if anyone is 
threatened physically in the party I don’t know of it. I never have 
been. 

Mr. Arrety. We have seen in other localities the party advertises 
that it serves the best interests of labor, the best interests of the Negro, 
and other things, whereas in actual practice, they only serve their own 
end. They exploit the terrible situations that the Negro finds himself 
in, only to make capital among the Negroes—not to help the Negro 
gain what he justly deserves. 

Mr. Sumner. That would be a pretty hard thing to put your finger 
on and to say you know it is true. You don’t see it come out in unit 
and citywide meetings. What goes on behind closed doors, I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Arrety. But with respect to their attitude? 

Mr. Sumner. But you do suspect those things. 

Mr. Appetit. Mr. Sumner, for this record is there anything further 
you have not been asked about that you would care to tell us about? 

Mr. Sumner. No, I don’t think this is the type of answer you are 
aiming for, but I have said it before and talked it over with my wife 
and other people that I wish there were some way that this problem 
could be—this Communist Party in the United States could be ap- 
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proached on a positive basis. My own thinking on the matter is this, 
that having the type of government, et cetera, that we do, and the 
setup we have here—we ought to have within our own framework 
something that is pitching for our “ar country the same way the 
Communists are pitching for theirs. s I look back on my high- 
school class in civics, we were just té ie that this was our Govern- 
ment, et cetera. They didn’t get down “there and make you believe it 
like they should have. I know that isn’t the kind of question you are 
asking, but I have no information at all that individual Communists, 
or their groups, or the Communist Party as a whole has done which 
you would call of a subversive nature—or information that you don’t 
already have. It was surprising to me when these things happened 
like the stuff about the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Aprety. Well, I know of nothing else at this time. There are 
probably others in the Grand Rapids area of whom you possess know]- 
edge and about whom the committee could ask you, but the names that 
I went over with you today are all we have had time to prepare for. 

I think with this that I will extend to you the thanks of the com- 
mittee, and express its appreciation for the information you have made 
available to it. 

Mr. Sumner. Thank you. I wish I could have been of more help. 
I look back now and realize that I could have—if I had known—I 
could have jotted down names, and so on, but it never dawned on me 
that I would be in a position where it would be of any interest. 

Mr. Aprety. Well, thank you again, and you are excused at this 
time. 

(Whereupon, at 5:35 p. m., the executive session was adjourned 
subject to the call of the ¢ hairman. ) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 1954 


Unirep Sratres Howser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D>. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ' 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 10:35 a. m., Old House Office Building, room 225, 
Hon. Donald L. Jackson, acting chairman, presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Thomas W. 
Beale, Sr., chief clerk; and Dolores Anderson, reporter. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the record show that a subeommittee has been 
appointed by the chairman, for the purpose of taking the testimony 
this morning, consisting of Mr. Frazier and Mr. Jackson, with the 
latter as acting chairman. 

Will the witness rise and be sworn, please ¢ 

In the testimony you are about to give do you solemnly swear to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Burke. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed. Mr. Kunziz 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you state vour full name for the record, please 


TESTIMONY OF FRANCES BURKE, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
DAVID REIN—Resumed 


Mrs. Burke. Frances Burke. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Rey. David Rein, 711 14th Street, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that “Mrs.” Burke? 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Burke, you stated as your name, Frances Burke. 
s that your full name? Do you have any middle name or maiden 
name ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. My first name is Bertha. I never use it. My maiden 
name was Willard. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you been married anytime previously ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was your name at that time? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mrs. Burke. I have been married several times. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give us that in the order in which it took 
place ¢ 


1 Released by the committee 
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Mrs. Burke. Yes. Nields, Dessert, Decker, Copeland, and Burke. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address 

Mrs. Burke. 14 Pitt Street, apartment 4-B, New York City. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background ? 

Mrs. Burke. I went to school in Pasadena, Calif., elementary school, 
junior high, and high school. And I graduated from high school. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you graduate from high school 

Mrs. Burke. 1932. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present age 4 

Mrs. Burke. 38. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, could you give the committee a brief résumé of 
your employment background ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. I was employed by Fanchon & Marco, the dancing 
team. I worked for the May Co. in Los Angeles, and I worked for 
the Santa Barbara News Press. 

Mr. Kunzie. When did you work for the Santa Barbara News 
Press ? 

Mrs. Burke. 1935. 

Mr. Kunzic. In what capacity was that ? 

Mrs. Burke. I wasa clerical worker. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is that all you have done? 

Mrs. Burke. I worked for Sterns Department Store in New York 
City, the National City Bank, Security First National Bank in Los 
Angeles. Do you want all my places of employment ¢ 

Mr. Kunzia. The main ones, shall we say. 

Mrs. Burke. The First National Bank in San Diego. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that ? 

Mrs. Burke. That was in 1940. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you employed now ? 

Mrs. Burke. District 65 in New York City. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of what? 

Mrs. Burke. New York City, district 65. It isa union. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Will you give us the title of the union ? 

Mrs. Burke. DPOWA, the Distributing, Processing, Office Workers 
of America. 

Mr. Kunzic. In what capacity are you employed there ? 

Mrs. Burke. I am a bookkeeper. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell us, in order, the places you resided, the 
year, and the year you left, from about 1938 on ? 

Mrs. Burke. 1938 on? 

Mr. Kunzic. Roughly, from that time. 

( Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mrs. Burke. Let’ssee. 1938; I was in Los Angeles, San Diego, and 
San Francisco. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. In all these different places at that time? 

Mrs. Burke. From 1938 on; yes. And Salinas. 

Mr. Kunzic. This was all in the year 1938? 

Mrs. Burke. Oh, no; you said 1938 on—1938 I was in Los Angeles. 
In 1939 I was in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live at that time ? 

Mrs. Burke. My address ? 

Mr. Kunziac. Yes; if you can recall. 
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Mrs. Burke. Oh, dear—I am sorry, 1 don’t remember the address. 

Mr. Kunzig. Allright. Where were you in 1940? 

Mrs. Burke. In early 1940 I was still in Los Angeles. Late in 1940 
I was in San Diego. 

Mr. Kunzic. In late 1940 you moved to San Diego / 

Mrs. Burke. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you recall where you lived in San Diego! The 
address ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. No; not the first one. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long did you stay in San Diego? What years? 

Mrs. Burke. 1940—late 1940, and I left in 1945. 

Mr. Kunzic. So you lived continuously in San Diego in late 1940 
until 1945 ? 

Mrs. Burke. Correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now can you tell us, to the best of your memory, the 
address you had in San Diego in those 5 years? 

Mrs. Burke. The only street name I remember is Juniper Street, 
and I don’t remember the number. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you live there the entire time? 

Mrs. Burke. No. 

Mr. Kuwnzice. Most of the time / 

Mrs. Burke. Yes; I would say so. 

Mr. Kunzic. You don’t recall the street name or any number at all 
where you lived in the period of 5 years in San Diego? 

Mrs. Burke. Well, wait a minute. Part of that time I lived on 
Georgia Street. 

Mr. Kunzie. Georgia Street in San Diego? 

Mrs. Burge. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you married at that time in San Diego? 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Which one of those you have mentioned to us were you 
married to at that time? 

Mrs. Burke. Mr. Decker. 

Mr. Kunzic. That means you were Mrs. Decker then from 1940 to 
1945 ? 

Mrs. Burke. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mentioned—that was Mrs. Frances Decker. Is 
that the name you went by / 

Mrs Burke. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Decker, have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer under the privilege of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. To make the record clear, you decline always on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mrs. Burke. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are invoking the fifth amendment in your refusal 
to answer the questions ? 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Isn’t it a fact that you held a position roughly from 
1942 to 1945 of executive secretary of the Communist Party in San 


Diego? 
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Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Weren't you, in fact, the person who called others to 
meetings of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. For the reason previously stated ? 

Mrs Burke. Yes; for the reason previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you send out the following letter to a group of 
alleged members of the Communist Party during that period of time? 
| Reading :] 

COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION 

Dear MEMBER: We are trying to clear up our records in regard to dues pay- 
ments in order that we may collect them quickly and pass on to more important 
business. 

Our records show that you owe dues for the months of (May and June, C. P.) 
July, August, September. You still have the privilege of the $5 payment for 
6 months’ dues. However, this will close on October 10. If you wish to take 
advantage of the saving, we urge that you either bring your payment to the office 
or the bookstore or mail it to us. We might add that this offer only holds good 
if you have made no dues payment since June. 

We would appreciate your prompt attention to this; we would like very much 
to have a 100-percent dues-payment record through the end of the year. That 
way, none of us will be annoyed with notices or pleas and we can all start from 
scratch on January 1 

Fraternally yours, 
IRANCES Decker, Evrecutive Secretary. 

P. S.: Office hours are from 11 a.m. to 6 p. m. daily. The address is 882 Fifth 
Avenue, room 5. The bookstore is located at 685 E Street, and the name is the 
Community Book Center 

Mrs. Burke, did you send out such a letter to a group of alleged 
Communists in the San Diego area? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer for the above aforestated reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever have any connection with the address 

32 Fifth Avenue, room 5? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you attend or frequent the bookstore located 
635 E Street ? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. What information can you give the committee about 
the Community Book Center in San Diego? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I am going to hand youa list of names which is marked 
“Decker Exhibit No. 1,” for identification, and ask you if you know 
any of these people as members of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer 

Mr. Jackson. For the reason previously stated, vou decline to 
answer ¢ 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. 

(At this iy Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., entered the 
hearing room. 

Mr. Kownzic. Did you ever notify members of a meeting to be held 
at Harvey Hall, 1041 11th Avenue, San Diego, on the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1945? 

Mrs. Burke. | decline to answer for the reason previously stated. 

Mr. Kounzic. This room, in which you held the meeting for the 
Purpore of nominating officers for the executive committee of the 
CPA—a letter signed by Frances Decker, executive secretary of the 
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CPA. It also lists it as a “must meeting.” Did you send out such a 
letter ? 

Mrs. Burke. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Burke, we feel the evidence this committee is in 
possession of shows you were executive secretary of the Communist 
Party when you were a part of it. You have already said you are 
the Frances Dec ‘ker in San Diego at this period of time. We feel you 
have a great deal of evidence, particularly since you have been execu- 
tive secretary, that would assist this committee in its work in investi- 
gating subversive activities throughout the country. You could give 
us this information if you wished to. I want to ask you once again— 
won't you please cooperate with this committee and give us the in- 
formation that lies within your knowledge regarding the activities 
of the party within the San Diego area? Will you cooperate 4 

Mrs. Burke. I am sorry, I dec Jine to answer. 

Mr. Kunzie. On the fifth amendment? The grounds you gave 
before ? 

Mrs. Burxe. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I think further questions are probably 
useless under the circumstances. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Frazier, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Frazrer. No sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. Kunzia. No sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, you are excused. 

(Whereupon, at 10:45 a. m.. Wednesday, April 14, 1954 the execu- 
tive session ended. ) 





INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—Part 3 


FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1954 


Unrrep States Houser or RepresENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 1019, Western Pacific Build- 
ing, 1030 North Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Donald L. Jack- 
son (acting chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; and Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler, investigator. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Mrs. Foder, will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the e .vidence you shall give to this sub- 
committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Foner. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Let the record show that for the purpose of taking testimony today 
the chairman of the committee has appointed a subcommittee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Scherer, Doyle, and Jackson. Mr. Scherer is absent, 
but a quorum of the subcommittee is present. Mr. Jackson is acting 
chairman. 

Proceed, Mr. 'Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF ELIZABETH FODER, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. Foner. Elizabeth Foder, F-o-d-e-r. 

Mr. Marcouits. Maybe you want this for the record: I am Ben 
Margolis, representing Mrs. Foder. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Where were you born, Mrs. Foder? 

Mrs. Foperr. I was born in Budapest, Hungary. 


1 Released by the committee. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ¢ 

Mrs. Foprr. About 1909. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ? 

Mrs. Foprer. No. I have citizenship by derivation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Through your father? 

Mrs. Foper. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where was he naturalized ? 

Mrs. Fopver. Well, I can’t just remember _ now, but I do have 
his certificate, as well as my own. I received a certificate showing 
citizenship by derivation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what your educational 
training has been ? 

Mrs. Fopvrer. High school, business college, and a year of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend business college? 

Mrs. Foprr. In Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete that training / 

Mrs. Foper. The business college? About 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you state that you had other educational train- 
ing after that ? 

Mrs. Foner. I did. 1 completed my high school in evening courses. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how you have 
been employed since 1940? 

Mrs. Foner. Approximately 1940 to 1944—I am not sure about the 
ending date—I was assistant clerk at the selective service board of the 
selective service, Lorain County. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lorain County, what State? 

Mrs. Foprer. Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside in Ohio? 

Mrs. Foner. In Oberlin. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in Oberlin ? 

Mrs. Foprr. Approximately 15 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave Oberlin ? 

Mrs. Foprr. I left in 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you come to California from Oberlin ? 

Mrs. Foprer. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, if you will proceed to tell us of your other 
employment. Did you have other employment after 1940 in Oberlin ? 

Mrs. Foprr. No, sir—yes;I did. Excuse me. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. What was it, please? 

Mrs. Foner. I managed a consumers’ co-op for 1 year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that all—— 

Mrs. Foner. That is all. 

Mr. TavenNeER. In Oberlin? 

Mrs. Foprr. Right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mrs. Foprer. 2018 Oris. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Foprr. That is Compton. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you lived there continually since 1946 when 
you arrived in California? 

Mrs. Foner. No, sir; I came to Pomona. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in Pomona? 

Mrs. Foner. I will have to say approximately 1952. 


f 
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Mr. TaveNNErR. Were you employed in Pomona ¢ 

Mrs. Foner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment ? 

Mrs. Fopver. I was a typist-clerk, 

Mr. Tavenner. In what type of work? 

Mrs. Foprer. I was with the Pomona Health Center as a typist-clerk 
in the business office. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you employed there from 1946 until 1952 

Mrs. Foprr. No, sir. I was employed there September 1949 to 
August 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your employment there prior to 1949? 

Mrs. Foprr. I had a part-time job during the registration, motor- 
vehicle registration. I was cashier and, oh, sort of checking the 
cashier’s work. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment at 
Compton since 1952? 

Mrs. Foner. I am in the division of vital records. I check for accur- 
acy and clerical errors, death records, and birth records. I share this 
work with a person who is my senior. I am in a subordinate capacity. 
It is clerical work. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask, is that employment with the State of 
California ¢ 

Mrs. Foprr. No, county. 

Mr. Jackson. County of Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Foner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1948 

Mr. Jackson. Excuseme. Mr. Counsel, in view of the limited facil- 
ities for consultation, if at any time you feel you want to go outside and 
consult with your client, it will be quite all right. 

Mr. Maroons. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. If I understand your testimony correctly, you were 
employed by the State of California in the health department, in the 
work of the health department. 

Mrs. Foner. That is the county. It is the county. I thought you 
said State. 

Mr. Tavenner. I did. Then 

Mrs. Foprr. I have part-time work—now, the motor vehicles is a 
State—State of California Motor Vehicles. That was simply part- 
time work. I did a little part-time work in the city attorney’s office. 
His secretary got ill and I substituted there about 3 weeks. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was that at Pomona? 

Mrs. Foner. Yes. But that wasn’t permanent work; just a fill-in on 
illness. 

Mr. Tavenner. You held those positions between 1946 and 1949? 

Mrs. Fopper. Yes. In other words, up to 1949 I held no position. 
I wasn’t interested in work, particularly, and it did come in handy to 
earn some extra money, and I did. These things came along, I heard 
of them, and I applied. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you knowingly been a member of the Com- 
munist Party at any time since September 10, 1948 ? 

Mr. Marcouts. May I ask a question? Do you have any information 
that she has been ? 
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Mr. Tavennenr. I have just asked the question. 

Mrs. Foprr. I am ready to answer. While I have done nothing 
wrong, I shall not answer that question. I am invoking the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you knowingly a member of the Communist 
Party while you resided in Ober on Ohio? 

Mrs. Foprer. That will have to be the same answer. 

Mr. Jackson. For the same reason? 

Mrs. Foper. For the same reason. 

Mr. Jackson. I am not prompting the witness, but I wish to make 
it clear that in an answer—it will be adequate to say, “The same answer 
for the same reasons,” but I want to be sure that it is all there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you knowingly a member of any organization 
in Oberlin, Ohio, which advocated the use of force and violence as 
a method of overthrowing the Government of the United States, or 
of any State? 

Mrs. Fover. To my knowledge, I have never belonged to any group 
or organization that advocated the violent overthrow of the Govern- 
ment, nor had I ever been incited or in any way involved in such a 
thought, as a thought, even; nor have I ever entertained a thought. 
The whole thought is repugnant to my nature. 

Mr. TavenneR. My question was not what your personal belief may 
be, but whether or not you were a member of an organization which 
to your knowledge advocated the use of force and violence. 

Mrs. Foner. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you familiar, while living in Oberlin, Ohio, 
with the basic principles of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foprr. I cannot or will not answer questions about the Com- 
munist Party for reasons as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you not aware that one of the basic tenets of 
the Communist Party is to advocate the use of force and violence in 
the overthrow of the Government? 

Mrs. Foper. I refuse to answer that question, as I have never know- 
ingly advocated such a thing, or belonged to such a group, so I must 
refuse to answer it on the same grounds as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were living in Pomona did you become 
aware of the existence of a branch of the Communist Party, and did 
you become a member of a branch of the Communist Party, in what 
is known as the Ontario-Pomona-Claremont area of California, know- 
ing that such an organization was a branch of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foner. I refuse to answer this on the same grounds as the other 
questions that are relating to the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you now knowingly a member of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mrs. Foner. Same answer, again. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No question. 

Mr. Jackson. If there is nothing further, the witness may be ex- 
cused from further attendance, under the subpena. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Wueeter. Mrs. Fowler. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please raise your right hand? 
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Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give to this sub- 
committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Fow.er. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is your name, please / 


TESTIMONY OF EDA C. FOWLER 


Mrs. Fow.ter. Eda C. Fowler, F-o-w-l-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you do not have counsel with you. 
It is the practice of the committee to advise every witness that they 
have the right to consult counsel, if they desire, at any time during 
the questioning, or to have counsel with them. 

Mrs. Fowxer. I understand. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you desire to proceed without counsel ? 

Mrs. Fowuer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born, Mrs. Fowler. 

Mrs. Fow.er. In Chicago, Il. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mrs. Fowter. At 1835 Longwood Avenue, Los Angeles 19. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Fower. Since 1919. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been known by the name of Eda 
C. Fowler? 

Mrs. Fowrer. My name is Eda C. Fowler. Well, I married Mr. 
Fowler in 1950, I think it was—been 4 years in August. 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mrs. Fowier. Four years in August. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your name prior to your marriage to 
Mr. Fowler? 

Mrs. Fow.er. Eda Johnston. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell Johnston ? 

Mrs. Fowter. J-o-h-n-s-t-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that your married name at that time? 

Mrs. Fowuer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you married to Mr. Johnston? 

Mrs. Fowter. In 1941. 

Mr. TaveENNER. By what name were you known prior to 1941? 

Mrs. Fowter. Fogerlund, F-o-g-e-r-l-u-n-d. 

Mr. TavenNER. Were you known by another name? 

Mrs. Fowier. My maiden name is Corlin, C-o-r-]-i-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it have another spelling besides the one you 
have given us? 

Mrs. Fowrer. The name Corlin ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Fowterr. I believe that my father said that originally the Ger- 
man spelling was K-o-e-r-l-i-n. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Fowter. I went through high school in Chicago. I have 
studied music and I have studied shorthand, and full commercial 
course here in Los Angeles. I can type and take dictation. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment since 1940 ¢ 

Mrs. Fow.er. I am at present une mployed. In 1946 I took a posi- 
tion with the Los Angeles County. I was referred there by the State 
unemployment office. 

I, previous to that, was unemployed due to a fall I had taken in my 
home, which lamed me. 

Prior to that I was a waitress at various places, for a year here and 
a year there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you Name some of the places where you were 
engaged as a waitress / 

Mrs. Fowler. I worked at the Eleda on 43d and Crenshaw. I 
worked at the May Co. Wilshire. I worked at Ginger’s Coffee Shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that located / 

Mrs. Fowuier. Ginger’s Coffee Shop ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Fowuer. Near the corner of Washington and Rimpau. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your employment there ‘ 

Mrs. Fowrer. Well, I know that it was after the time came that I 
was—it was sometime in 1942, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period were you employed there ¢ 

Mrs. Fowter. I don’t remember exactly. I believe there were two 
periods. I worked there for a while, I believe, and then didn’t work 
and then worked there again. I believe that that was the period that 
in between I worked for the Western Stove Co., working with B-54’s; 
did skinning and riveting and drilling, things of that kind, making air- 
planes. And that was in—I believe I began there in August of 1942 
and continued to March or April of °43, I believe. I quit because of an 
aluminum rash. I got a doctor’s certificate to that effect, that I was 
getting it in my eyes. 

Mr. TaveNnner. Are you acquainted with Mrs. Edith Macia, 
M-a-c-i-a? 

Mrs. Fowter. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that it 
may incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the West Adams 
branch or club of the Communist Party in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Fowter. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mrs. Macia a member of that club, also? 

Mrs. Fow.er. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
it may incriminate me. 

Tr. Tavenner. Well, I understood you to say that you were a mem- 
ber of the West Adams Club. 

Mrs. Fowter. I was at one time a member of the West Adams branch 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not have the benefit of counsel, but it is dif- 
ficult for me to understand that having admitted membership in that 
club of the Communist Party, as to how it could possibly incriminate 
you to advise the committee regarding the membership in that group 
of Mrs. Macia or to admitting having known her. 

Mrs. Fowrer. I do not know how it might incriminate me, but I re- 
fuse to answer that question on the grounds that it might incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of that club or group 
of the Communist Party ? 
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Mrs. Fow.er. I joined the Communist Party in 193s. I had grav 
tated towards it, I imagine, as I look back, since 1930. I severed my 
connection with the Communist Party—I don’t remember the exact 
time; it was, 1 am sure, at least t years that I was a member, but it may 
have been a little longer. I drifted away from it. I don’t remember 
exactly when I decided that I was just too busy or too distinterested 
and too much in disagreement with the Communist Party to further 
have any connection with it. I am sure that it was after 1942. It 
may have been in “43. It may even have been as late as “4. But I 
think that that is about the lintit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please, the cir 
cumstances under which you became a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mrs. Fowier. Well, I had been seeking and searching for a solution 
for what seemed to me at that time, and for many years, a solution 
to the decline of the American people, of that day, surely, the unem- 
ployment problem. I had been laughed out of the unemployment 
office on the ground that I was too old when I was 29 in 1930. The 
gentleman says, “What¢ 29% You are too old.” And I tried to 
understand why there should be that much unemployment. 

It seemed to me it would be good for the country if there was lots 
of employment; certainly better for me. My children were—I think 
my boy was a year old and my husband was in the hospital, and my 
daughter was only about three and a half. This was in 1930. She 
was born in ‘28. My husband was in the hospital with phlebitis, which 
laid him off his work for many months. 

And I remember—I think I tried charity. I did get some individual 
charity from some very fine neighbors and friends of people that 
worked with my husband. And I tried F. D. R. in 19382. I thought 
that would solve it. I tried Upton Sinclair in 1934, and Utopians, I 
think, in 1935. 

And during that period from 19—I guess this was 1933, when Upton 
Sinclair first began to run, talked of running on the Democratic ticket 
for Governor of California, and he went wholeheartedly into the theory 
that unemployment might be solved by that procedure of trying it on 
the “dog,” as he said at that time. “You don't want the unemployed 
and you can’t find anywhere to put them, let’s put them to work pro- 
ducing for themselves and then they will not be a burden on you and 
they will not be going hungry.” 

And I found that all these things were called Communistic. And I 
many times heard Mr. Sinclair say that he was not Communistic and 
that he had nothing to do with communism and was opposed to com- 
munism, and that the Communists were opposed to him. 

And from what reading I had done I couldn’t understand where 
they were opposed to him and he opposed to them and why they said 
the things they said and why he said the things he said. I had never 
heard one talk, so I didn’t know. But I was curious. 

And during all that time, billboards, churches, everybody—I can 
remember one sermon; I went to church and the minister’s topic, the 
topic of her sermon was Can You Be a Christian and Vote for Upton 
Sinclair? And his answer was that no, you couldn’t, and that struck 
me as strange, because I had read the Bible and it seemed to me there 
was nothing un-Christian in Upton Sinclair’s way of trying to end 
unemployment. 
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So finally curiosity got the best of me, and my father and myself 
I told my father, I says, “This thing is getting under my skin. I 
would like to know what the Communists say. I would like to hear 
one.” So I sought them out. I didn’t know then they were in the 
telephone book. I thought you had to go sneaking around and see if 
you could find one. I didn’t know you could look them up in the 
telephone book. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was it that you sought them out and became 
«a member ? 

Mrs. Fow.er. It was in August of 1938, I believe. 

Mr. TavenNER. Where were you living at that time? 

Mrs. Fowrer. At 1835 Longwood Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what group of the Communist Party were you 
assigned when you became a member ? 

Mrs. Fower. Well, first it was just a little study group. There 
was just a group of people that were not any more than I was, a 
member. I wasn’t assigned to anything. I just went when there was 
some discussion to take place, tell us about what their beliefs were, 
and finally, after several weeks, we were requested to join, formally 
join the party; and I did. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a State or County employee at any time 
during the period of your membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Fow.er. No. 

Mr. Jackson. May I interrupt a moment? My understanding of 
the testimony to this time is to the effect that the witness acknowledged 
her own membership in the Communist Party, but refuses to give any 
information as to those with whom she is associated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have only asked her regarding her possible ac- 
quaintanceship with Mrs. Macia. I asked her if she was acquainted 
with Mrs. Macia and the witness refused to answer the question on 
the ground that to do so might tend to incriminate her. 

Mr. Jackson. In the absence of counsel for the witness, did the 
committee counsel inform her of 

Mr. Tavenner. I informed the witness that as she had admitted 
membership in the West Adams branch of the Communist Party I 
did not see how it could possibly incriminate her to admit acquain- 
tanceship with Mrs. Macia. I did not advise her that she had waived 
the right to rely upon the fifth amendment by having admitted her 
membership. I did not explain that to her. 

Mr, Jackson. I should want to have that appear in the record at 
this time; and I think the failure to so indicate in the record would be 
an error on our part. There have been findings in court that in 
answering questions, certain questions rel: iting to membership i in the 
Communist Party and then declining to furnish the details as to that 
membership and these activities in “effect. waive the immunity pro- 
vided by the fifth amendment and furnish the basis for possible 
citation for contempt of Congress, in the discretion of the committee. 

Do you understand the purport of what I have said? 

Mrs. Fowter. No; I do not, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. That is to say that one cannot admit a certain portion 
of his or her activities and then decline to answer questions relating 
to other activities. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
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Mr. Doyte. I think the record should show that you have returned 
to the hearing room after just being absent a few minutes. 

Mr. Jackson. Let us read into the record at this time the time of 
my departure from the hearing room and my return. 

Mr. Wueerer. Congressman Jackson left at 10:20 and returned at 
10: 35. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What the chairman has explained to you is that 
having admitted membership in the Communist Party you cannot 
decline now to give the committee all the information you have 
relating to your activities within the Communist Party, and that 
of other people, without the possibility of your being dealt with by 
Congress as being in contempt of Congress. 

Mrs. Fowrer. You are giving me this as legal information ? 

Mr. Tavenner. So that you may fully understand. 

Mrs. Fowter. This is true that—I mean, you state that is true, that 
1 cannot exercise the fifth amendment at this point / 

Mr. Tavenner. After having admitted your Communist Party 
membership. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me clarify that. You may exercise the fifth 
amendment from this point on, ‘but the legality of the use of the fifth 
amendment is in serious question. I would not want the record to 
show that we have deprived you of the ae to use it, but I do feel 
that you should be warned that the use of it m: ay be found to be an 
illegal use of the fifth amendment. 

Mrs. Fowrer. It may be found? 

Mr. Jackson. It may be found. 

Mr. Tavenner. That has been the decision of the courts, that you 
would be no longer protected by the fifth amendment if you once 
legally waived it. 

Mrs. Fowter. Can you give me the legal references to that? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. The Rogers case is one of the cases that so 
held, Jane Rogers case. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. I think the point has been established, 
Mr. Counsel. 

The committee will suspend. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Jackson. On the record. 

Mr. Doyte. I suggest this, Mr. Chairman, that the witness is here 
without counsel, and I would assume from her question to Mr. Taven- 
ner, when she was informed that she possibly had waived her pro- 
tection of the fifth amendment by volunteering she was a member of 
the Communist Party, I suggest we postpone any further hearing in 
this matter until a later date, so that if you want to have counsel in 
the interim and come back. But at some time in the future we feel it 
would be advisable that you consult legal counsel, because this is a 
committee of Congress and we don’t want any American citizen to be 
left in the position in which he does not understand his constitutional 
right. 

Mrs. Fowter. Would the public defender be available to me under 
these circumstances ? 

Mr. Doyte. I don’t know. Mr. Chairman? 
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Mr. Jackson. I don’t know whether the public defender would be 
available or not. That question has never, since I have been a mem- 
ber of the committee, come up. 

However, the feeling of the subcommittee is that you have embarked 
upon a course of answers which might conceivably place you in jeop- 
ardy. The committee is of the opinion that to proceed in that light, 
with the witness without benefit of counsel, would not be the best 
course of action to pursue. 

In other words, this is being done by the committee in fairness to 
you; and unless there is an objection, or unless the witness herself de- 
sires to proceed, the Chair would direct that the subpena be extended 
until such time as it would be possible to call the witness back, accom- 
panied by counsel. 

Mrs. Fowter. Well, I do not wish to spend money for counsel. If 
counsel can be provided for me, I would be glad to accept it. I have 
no money to spend for counsel at this time. 

Mr. Dorie. Then do we understand that even if this meeting was 
postponed to a later date you wouldn’t want to be left in the position 
where you had to employ private counsel, but if there was some public 
lawyer or some public defender available, you might want to consult 
him? We don’t know whether the public defender’s office furnishes 
counsel to witnesses before us. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will stand in recess for about 5 min- 
utes. 

(Short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Jackson. On the record. The committee will reconvene. 

It is the opinion of the subcommittee that you should not be per- 
mitted to proceed without benefit of counsel. And it is suggested 
that you may be able to procure such counsel at the Civil Liberties 
Union here in the city of Los Angeles. 

The subpena will be extended. You will be notified at a future 
date as to the time and place of the next hearing. And I stress again 
that we are doing this in your interest and not out of any selfish 
interest of the committee. We could, under the rules of the committee, 
have properly proceeded at this time with the interrogation. But to 
do so might seriously prejudice your rights, might lead into a course 
of action which might conceivably result in further action by the 
Congress in this case. 

With that, the witness is excused and the subpena will be extended 
until a future date, and you will receive notification. I am sure that 
you can find the address of the Civil Liberties Union in the telephone 
book, and you are advised to obtain the services of counsel at the earli- 
est convenient moment. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Breger. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give to this sub- 
committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Breoer. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 
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TESTIMONY OF LEO I. BREGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL. 
DANIEL G. MARSHALL 


Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name, please / 

Mr. Marswauu. Excuse me. 

Mr. Jackson. Off the record. 

Mr. MarsHatu. I would like this to be on the record, Mr. Jackson. 
I would like the record to show that Mr. Breger desires to have present 
his wife, who accompanied him here this morning, and just before 
we got on the record now we asked permission to have Mrs. Breger 
and the Chair ruled that she should not be present and, accordingly, 
excluded her from the hearing. Is that correct, Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; with the further addenda that the policy of the 
committee has been that executive hearings should be entirely execu- 
tive in nature and confined to counsel and witness. 

Mr. Dorie. And I suggest, Mr. Chairman, too, that further, we 
have our policy which is not to allow any situation to develop before 
our committee which may involve the ¢ onfidential relations hip between 
husband and wife before our committee. 

Mr. Marsuaty. May I have that statement of Mr. Doyle’s read? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, the reporter will read it. 

(The record was read. ) 

Mr. MarsHatu. Now, before the— 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Marshall, I don’t want to unduly labor this, but 
the rules of the committee, of course, are that counsel shall counsel 
with the witness and advise him upon his constitutional rights, but 
shall not make motions or argue questions with the committee. 

Mr. Marswatyi. Mr. Jackson—— 

Mr. Jackson. I leaned over backwards on the opening statement 
because I didn’t want to get controversy into the record, but at this 
point I must ask committee counsel to proceed with the questioning of 
the witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Brecer. Leo I. Breger, B-r-e-g-e-r. 

Mr. Jackson. At this point I should also like to inform counsel 
that the consultation facilities in the room are very limited and if at 
any time he desires to consult outside the room, I hope counsel and 
the witness will feel free to do so. 

Mr. Marsnati. We will avail ourselves of that right if the 
occasion should arise. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Breger? 

Mr. Brecer. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marsuatu. Daniel G. Marshall, 1151 South Broadway, Los 
Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Breger ? 

Mr. Breeer. Mr. Counsel, Mr. Jackson, I just wonder if I might 
ask that I be given the right to object to this executive session. the 
character of it, and that I think a public session would be more to my 
interest and the interest of the committee’s activities; and that my 
objection to the executive session be noted in the record. 

Mr. Jackson. It is so noted in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where and when were you born? 

Mr. Brecer. October 29, 1910, New York City. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Brecer. 3547 Federal Avenue, Los Angeles 54. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Brecer. Since 1934. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time did you reside in New York 
City ¢ 

Mr. Brecer. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Brecer. I took a bache lor-of-science- degree course with the 
New York University and West Virginia University. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you mind giving the dates of the completion 
of your work at those two institutions ? 

Mr. Brecer. I believe New York University was from 1928 to 1931; 
West Virginia University I attended the following year, 1932, but 
didn’t receive my degree until I had completed some Army service 
many years later. I received my degree from West Virginia, given 
my credits from the Army training I received. They accepted that. 
I think I got my degree in 1947, which was a little belated, but very 
welcome. And took a year of graduate weaki University of Southern 
California, and Social Work School, and received a certificate of social 
work from the University of Southern California in 1948, 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the armed services of the 
United States? 

Mr. Brecer. I think precisely a little more than 10 months—under 
a year, less than a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was that date, approximately ? 

Mr. Brecrer. Yes. It was from about April 1945 until January of 
1946. 

Mr. TavENNER. What is your present occupat ion, trade, or employ- 
ment ? 

Mr. Brecer. I am employed as a social case worker with the Los 
Ange les C ounty De partment of C ‘hi arities. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what the nature 
of your eiliel aid has been since 1934, when you first came to 
California? 

Mr. BrecGer. May I consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Jackson. Surely. 

(At this point Mr. Breger conferred with Mr. Marshall.) 

Mr. Brecer. Beginning in 1944, when I first came here, a varied 


history, I was on _— . I worked for myself. I had a sort of junk 
business for several ye: Unemployed for some time. And I believe 
I got my first c ivil-service e job with the War Department in 1940 here 
at Eighth and Figueroa. They were beginning to increase their 


personnel. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Excuse me. I didn’t get the date. 

Mr. Brecer. I believe it was 1940. I took an examination as a clerk 
and was called to work for them. I believe the office was at Eighth 
and Figueroa. That is a branch of the Army called the Corps of 
Engineers. And I worked for them and was —— to an engi- 
neering aide and—let’s see. The war started in 1941. Yes, I worked 
for them a little over a year, until 1942, when I asked for my agro 
because the Government was asking for people who wor xed in war 
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factories and I felt we were more or less overstaffed, and I was granted 
permission—at that time I think you had to ask permission to leave 
your employment because the jobs were frozen. 

I went to work in a small machine shop to learn to become a ma- 
chinist, and in 1942-44 I worked for different aircraft—Timm Air- 
craft, working on small parts of aircraft. And in 1945 I volunteered 
for the Army, and the draft board tried to dissuade me, and finally 
accepted my offer and I was in the Army from March er April of 
1945 until January of 1946. Went to work for the department of 
charities March of 1946, and have been there since. 

Mr. Jackson. You received an honorable discharge from the Army ¢ 

Mr. Brecer. I did, and, in addition, some excellent training which 
I utilized to complete my formal education, good enough to help me 
complete my formal education. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has your work since 1946 with the government—is 
it State or county ¢ 

Mr. Brecer. County employees. Los Angeles County is our em- 
ployer. Since 1946 I have worked continually for the same agency, 
for the same kind of work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Breger, the committee has received testimony 
from Harold G. Ashe that approximately in the year 1935 there was 
formed in the city of Los Angeles a profession: al group of the Com- 
munist Party, and that from that time on the Communist Party or- 
ganization consisted of what was known as a downtown group of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles, and certain professional cells. 

Were you a member of either of those groups of the Communist 
Party? That is, were you knowingly a member of the Communist 
Party in one or the other of those groups at that time? 

Mr. Brecer. May I consult with counsel 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; please do. 

(At this point Mr. Breger conferred with Mr. Marshall.) 

Mr. Brecer. Mr. Jackson, Mr. Doyle, I believe Mr. Tavenner asked 
me a question, and I decline to answer this question for the follow- 
ing reason: That this question, I feel, is an invasion of my rights 
as a decent, self-respecting American citizen, and I would degrade 
myself and my family if I permitted this committee or any other 
committee to pry into my ideas and associations. The first and fifth 
amendments of our Bill of Rights afford the protection against such 
an invasion of my basic constitutional rights, and I dec ‘line to answer 
by reason of my rights under these amendments. 

Moreover, my invocation of the fifth amendment does not allow you 
or anyone else to infer any guilt or criminal proclivities on my part. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Breger, I have before me a photostatic copy of 
an affidavit of change of registration under date purportedly signed 
by you, under date of January 28, 1936. 

I hand it to you and ask you if you will identify that as constituting 
a copy of the original which you executed. 

Mr. Breeer. Mr. Jackson, Mr. Tavenner. I decline to answer this 
question on the same grounds that I stated in answer to the previous 
question. 

Mr. TavenneER. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Breger Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Jackson. It may be received. 
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(Affidavit of change of registration, January 28, 1936, was marked 
sreger Exhibit No. 1.”) ? 

— TAVENNER. It is noted from the face of the document, under item 
9, the following: 

I intend to affiliate at the ensuing primary election with the Republican Party, 
underneath which appears, 

Change to Communist, May 21, 1938 — 
and the last figure of the year is not discernible. 

Did you change registration to that of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marsuatu. May I see that document again ? 

Mr. Jackson. You may. 

Mr. Marsuauu. May we have that question read ? 

(The question was read.) 

Mr. Brecer. This question, Mr. Tavenner, I decline to answer on the 
same grounds that I have given previously to the first question. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman, may I just observe this: As I look at the 
same photostat of the record which the witness and his counsel have 
observed, as long as the date which our committee counsel has called 
attention to, the last figure of it is not discernible, I think this photo- 
stat exhibit just offered clearly shows that it is subscribed and sworn to 
before Adelaid M. Mellon, deputy registrar of voters, on January 38, 
1936. That would apparently fix the date upon which the signature 
was affixed to that registration. 

Mr. Tavenner. Immediately below the notation 
Change to Communist, May 21, 198 — 
with a figure not discernible, appears the following words: 

Canceled by transfer to 1503, 6-3-38, 
indicating June 3, 1938. 

Will you tell the committee, please, to what voting precinct—— 

May I change the question, please ¢ 

Immediately under the notation “Change to Communist, 5-21- 
193 —,” which the last figure not discernible, it appears that this 
registration was canceled by transfer to Precinct 1503 on June 3, 1938. 

Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not you registered 
at any later date than June 3, 1938, as a Communist ? 

Mr. Brecer. I decline to answer this question for the reasons given 
previously, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Breger, I hand you a photostatic copy of an 
oath and affidavit purportedly signed by you and sworn to on the 
26th day of July 1948, before Ear] Lippold, county clerk, or, rather, 
before Marian Doran, deputy county clerk. 

Now, I will ask you to examine the document and state whether or 
not you executed the original thereof. 

Mr. Brecer. To that question, Mr. Tavenner, I decline to answer 
on the same basis as I have declined previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer this in evidence, the photostatic 
copy of the oath and affidavit, and ask that it be marked “Breger Ex- 
hibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be admitted. 


1 Retained in committee files 
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(Copy of oath and aflidavit, July 26, 1948, was marked “Breger 
Exhibit No. 2.”)? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Breger, it is noted, upon examination of the 
document, Breger exhibit No. 2, that section D provides as follows: 

Membership in organizations: I do further swear or affirm that I have never 
been a member of, or directly or indirectly supported or followed any of the here- 
inafter listed organizations except those that I indicate by an X mark. 

And there appear several pages of names of organizations, among 
them being American Communist Party. There appears no check 
mark indicating an answer to that question. 

Will you tell the committee, please, why it was that you did not 
answer that question in your oath and afl tidavit ? 

Mr. Brecer. Excuse me just a moment. 

(At this point Mr. Berger conferred with Mr. Marshall.) 

Mr. Brecer. Mr. Tavenner, I decline to answer that iittiie for 
the reasons given to the answer of my first question, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Berger, have you at any time since September 
10, 1948, knowingly been a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Breecer. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
answer given previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not true that you failed to answer the ques- 
tion D in the oath and affidavit because of the fact that you were at 
that time or had been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Brecer. Same question, same answer, Mr. 'Tavenner. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you at any time since September 10, 1948, 
knowingly a member of any organization with knowledge that it advo- 
cated the forceful and violent overthrow of the Government of the 
United States, or any State? 

Mr. Brecer. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth-amendment 
protection, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Brecer. Just a minute. I want to amend my last answer. 
In addition to the fifth amendment, the other grounds which I have 
stated previously in the answer to the first question, all my grounds, 
and that answer I want to hold true for this partic ular question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party # 

Mr. Brecer. That is essentially the same question, and I reply with 
the same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Breger, are you aware of the employment by 
the county of Los Angeles of any person or persons known to be 
members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Brecer. I must decline to answer that question on the basis 
of the answer given previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance—— 

Mr. Marsuauu. There are reporters present—— 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 


* Retained in committee files 
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Mr. Doyix. Mr. Marshall, you started to say there were reporters 
present. You don’t mean reporters present in this executive hearing, 
they are outside this individual room. 

Mr. Marsuauu. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. You are under no restriction, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Wueeer. Mr. Dunkel. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please raise your right hand ¢ 

Do you sole may swear that the evidence you shall give to this sub- 
committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. DunKeEt. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN DUNKEL 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Dunxet. John Dunkel, D-u-n-k-e-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are not accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Dunxen. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee wants you to understand that you 

re perfectly free to consult counsel at any time during your interro- 
gation and to have counsel with you if you so desire. 

Mr. Dunke. Well, I don’t really believe there is any necessity for it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you appear here pursuant to a subpena served 
upon you, or are you appearing voluntarily ? 

Mr. Dunxex. I am appearing voluntarily. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have written a letter to the committee 
stating certain facts within your knowledge and requesting that the 
committee hear you. 

Mr. Dunxe.. That is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this, in view of that, Mr. Counsel: 

Have you in any way, directly or any other way, been offered any 
reward or pay or inducement for appearing here voluntarily this 
morning ? 

Mr. Dunxet. No, not at all. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When and where were your born, Mr. Dunkel? 

Mr. DunKeL. Springfield, Ohio, February 21, 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a brief state- 
ment of your formal educational training? 

Mr. Dunxer. I ama high-school graduate. I attended Wittenberg 
College in Springfield, Ohio, for 1 year. And that is all the formal 
educational training I have had. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession, trade, or occupation / 

Mr. Dunxkew. I am a writer. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what general field? 

Mr. DunKkex. Well, I have been mostly in radio, radio writer and 
editor. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Where do you now reside ¢ 

Mr. Dunxex. 1933 Holly Drive, Hollywood. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in California ? 

Mr. Dunxex. Well, I first came here in 1933, and I have actually 
made it my home since that time, although I have been away for 
several months at a time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, — ase, just a brief 
statement of your employme nt since you have a on in California ? 

Mr. Dun«en. At first I—my first job in ‘alifornia was as play 
reader at the Pasadena Community PI: aes And then I did free 
lance radio writing until about 1940, when I was employed by the 
Columbia Broadeasting Sy stem. And I worked for them until 1945. 

Then I left to free lance for a year or so and went back to Columbia 
Broadcasting System in 1946, and was with them until 1949. Since 
that time I have been again doing some free-lance work, and also 
attempting to write a book. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what some of 
your principal radio-writing credits have been? 

Mr. Dunxex. Well, 1 Was There—that was in my earlier association 
with Columbia, The Whistler, and later Escape, and I was editor 
of Suspense. There were others, of course, but those are the principal 
ones. 

Mr. Tavenner. It may be just as well that I ask you to tell the com 
mittee in your own words what you desire to state about your knowl- 
edge of the Communist Party activities, principally in the field of 
radio writing. 

Mr. DunKet. Well, my actual knowledge is set forth pretty much 
in the letter which I wrote. I was approached in April of 1944 to join 
the Communist Party, and although IT was certainly not a convinced 
Communist, I was curious mainly, and I finally agreed to join by sign- 
ing a pledge card; and I attended two meetings of the Hollywood 
Radio Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you there. It may be well at this 
point to tell the committee a little more in detail the circumstances 
under which you joined the party. 

Mr. Dunx«ex. Well, I was contacted by Sam Moore, whom I knew, 
of course, because I was a member of the Radio Writers’ Guild council 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Sam Moore hold at that time in 
the Radio Writers’ Council? 

Mr. Dunxev. Well, he has held a lot, and I believe at that time that 
he was western vice president, but I cannot be absolutely certain. At 
any rate, he was a member of the council. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the leader in the entire field of radio, was he 
not ¢ 

Mr. Dune. That is right, yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Go ahead. 

Mr. Dunket. And he contacted me. Well, actually, it was through 
Dwight Hauser, who also worked at CBS, and Dwight said that Sam 
wanted to talk tome. And 1 understood at that point that Dwight 
was a member of the party. So I hada luncheon date with Sam Moore 
and he talked with me about it and asked me to join, put it as a great 
honor. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should interrupt you at this moment to let 
the record show that Mr. Dwight Hauser has testified before the com- 
mittee, has fully cooperated with it, and, according to his testimony, 
withdrew from the party quite some years ago. 

Mr. Dunxet. I think that is true; yes. 
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Mr. Taverner. And that Mr. Sam Moore was subpenaed as a wit- 
ness before the committee and refused to answer material questions 
on the grounds that to do so might tend to incriminate him. 

All right, sir. 

Mr. Dunxet. I had quite a lot of respect for Sam Moore at this 
time, because he had been a leader in the guild and had accomplished 
a great deal for the guild, and so I was inclined to listen to what he 
had tosay. And although I was not, as I say, convinced by any means, 
and I asked him if I—I would like to come to one meeting as an ob- 
server and see if it was anything that I would be interested in, and he 
said that wasn’t possible and that signing the pledge card would be a 
requirement. And, as I say, I was curious 

Mr. Tavenner. And you also, as I un derstand, felt flattered by ¢ 
man in the position of Sam Moore having this personal conference 
with you when you were just a young writer at the time. 

Mr. Dunxet. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. What was his position in the guild at that time that 
flattered you ¢ 

Mr. Dunxet. As I say, I can’t remember exactly whether he was 
the vice president of the western region or simply a member of the 
council. But, at any rate, he was the acknowledged leader of the guild 
on the west coast. 

Mr. Doyte. Thank you. 

Mr. Dunxet. Also, he had a rather good position as a radio writer. 
He was very well known, a very well known writer. 

Mr. Taverner. All right, if you will proceed, please. 

Mr. Dunxex. Well, as I say, I signed the card and went to the first 
meeting, and I didn’t like what I saw and I was not favorably 
impressed. 

My mind is very hazy on the time element. I am not sure whether 
they were held every week or every other week, but, at any rate, I 
am sure I missed the next meeting. I didn’t go to it. And I was ap- 
proached by two of the people and asked to come back. They obviously 
realized that I was not very enthusiastic, at any rate. 

And so I agreed to go back to one more meeting. And I had exactly 
the same impression at the second meeting. And the following Satur- 
day I went to an executive committee meeting, which I had heard 
was in progress, and I there told them that I could not be a member 
and that I wanted my name taken off of their membership list. 

Now, as I understand it, they didn’t take it off for some time; and 
I was later dropped for nonpayment of dues. But, actually, I had 
never paid any dues, and had never been actively involved, except to 
attend those two meetings. 

Mr. TavennER. Who were the two persons that approached you 
about attending the second meeting ? 

Mr. Dunxet. Henry Blankfort and Pauline Lauber. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was it that you saw in the two meetings that 
you attended which resulted in your change in attitude about becom- 
Ing or remaining a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dunxet. Mostly in the general attitude and the way things 
were handled. Now, I might call your attention to the fact that this 
was April 1944, and it was at the height of the peace offensive, the 
Browder—I don’t know what it would be called, maybe a love feast— 
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everything was wonderful with America, and they stressed future 
cooperation, and so forth. 

And, as a mater of fact, the only vote I ever cast in the party was 
to dissolve the party and form the Communist Politic al Association, 
I believe it was called. So it was right at that point. Nothing 
that was said in either of those two meetings seemed to me to be 
dangerous or subversive at all, because they were saying exactly the 
things that lots of other people were saying. There was no talk of 
revolution, or if it was anything like that that was mentioned, it was 
that there was an end to that sort of thing, that from now on every- 
thing would be cooperation. 

Therefore, it wasn’t exactly what was said, but the way the whole 
thing was handled. It was handled dictatorially, and, well, we were 
kind of preached to as if we couldn’t think for ourselves. And there 
was no argument allowed, and very little discussion. And this was not 
my idea of the way a political discussion should be handled, and it 
confirmed in my mind criticisms which I had heard but didn’t quite 
believe or wasn’t sure about. 

Now they were confirmed in my mind and I felt that the critics 
of the Communist Party were probably right. And, therefore, the 
curiosity that had prompted my looking in it was pretty well satisfied. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you appear to have entered the 
Communist Party with certain mental reservations in your mind—— 

Mr. Dunxer. Very definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. And finally resolved those reservations against the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Dunxet. Very quickly, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the leaders in the Communist move- 
ment in this group? 

Mr. Dunxet. In this group the leader—I don’t know what he was 
called—was Henry Blankfort, and Sam Moore seemed to be his 
assistant. Pauline Lauber was secretary, I believe. 

There was a woman or girl, whose name I never learned, who was 
treasurer. And a man by the name of Robin Short seemed also to 
be a member of the executive committee. That is all I can remember. 

Mr. TavennerR. Can you tell the committee or give the committee 
the names of any other persons who attended either of the meetings 
that you attended ? 

Mr. Dunxet. I didn’t know many of them. I was rather new 
in radio, outside of my CBS group. I didn’t know many of them, 
except Hy Alexander, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he present? 

Mr. Dunxet. He was present—and Georgia Backus. They were 
both members of the Radio Writers’ Guild council. So I knew them. 

I knew, of course, my friend Irving Ravetch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Irving Ravetch remained 
in the Communist Party, or left the Communist Party about the 
time you did? 

Mr. Dunxet. I know that he did leave it at the same time, be- 
cause we more or less shared the experience, talked it over, and very 
definitely decided the same things about it. And he is still my friend, 
and I know how he feels about everything. And he has had no 
further activity at all. 











4672 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Tavenner. Do we understand correctly that you have had no 
association or affiliation with the Communist Party or its activities, 
to your knowledge, since that time? 

Mr. DuNKEL. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the names of any other persons who 
were present at these meetings / 

Mr. Dunxe.. No, I don’t. I met Abe Burrows in the hall of Sam 
Moore’s house when I arrived for the frst meeting, I believe it was, 
and he was a member of the Radio Writers’ Guild council at that time, 
and, of course, | knew him. But I cannot say that he stayed for that 
meeting, nor can I say positively that he was a member of the group, 
because I don’t remember that he did—I don’t remember seeing him 
again. 

I have seen newspaper reports, the names of people whom I knew 
later in radio as having been members of that group, but I didn’t 
know them and I cannot positively say that I saw them there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyte. I don’t, either. 

I wish to thank you for volunteering to help your Congress, the 
United States Congress, in trying to meet this problem, officially, on 
subversive activities in our country in the Communist Party or any 
other group or individual. 

Do you have any suggestions to make to the committee? 

Mr. Dunxe. No. I have thought about it, and it is a difficult prob- 
lem, I realize. And I just don’t feel that I know enough about the 
inner activities to really offer any constructive suggestions. 

Mr. Doyze. Did you find any difficulty in contacting the committee 
to make your appearance / 

Mr. Dunxet. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Doyie. You found our staff cooperative / 

Mr. DunKeEL. Very cooperative. 

Mr. Doytr. You handled it yourself directly? You didn’t ask any 
intermediary ? 

Mr. Dunxet. I went to Dwight Hauser, when I saw that he had 
testified, and asked him how to get in touch with you. 

Mr. Doyie. Can you think of any ways or means that the committee 
might take to have other men and women in your profession, or related 
thereto, to have a result such as yours, for a voluntary appearance, to 
help Congress understand this problem and better handle it? Is there 
any way we can get to more people 1 In your profession ? ¢ 

Mr. Dunxet. | don’t really know any concrete steps that you can 
take, but I do believe that the kind of treatment I have received, and 
Dwight Hauser told me that he received, is certainly helpful in that 
regard. 

Mr. Doyte. Then we invite you to spread that word. 

Mr. Dunxew. All right. 

Mr. Dorie. We invite you, also, to—of course, it doesn’t apply so 
much to you, sir, because you were only in a short time, but I fre- 
quently say to a person who has been in, put a lot of vim, vigor, and 
vitality into speaking and acting and working against the Communist 
conspiracy 

Mr. Dunxe.. I try to do that whenever I can, whenever I see an 
opportunity. But, as I say, I don’t have a lot of ammunition. I 
didn’t stay in long enough to really know the intricate workings. 
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I saw as much as I needed to see for my own particular point of view. 
But I couldn't 

Mr. Dorie. Possibly there will come a time when you can appropri- 
ately make a script of some sort or story of some sort. 

Mr. Dunxet. I really hope that that is true: and I have thought a 
lot about it. and I hope I can do something. 

Mr. Doyte. Did our counsel ask if Sam Moore ever urged you to 
vet back in? 

Mr. Dunxeu. At the executive committee meeting where I resigned, 
so to speak, he was present and he did talk to me quite a lot, but he 
hever again approached me, partly because | made my attitude quite 
clear, and also in the following year or so 1 found an opportunity to 
oppose him on the Radio Writers’ Guild council a couple of times, on 
issues which I felt were more involved with the Communist line than 
with the welfare of the guild. And, therefore, he knew my attitude 
pretty clearly and he has never been very friendly with me since. 

Mr. Doyir. You weren’t invited to that executive session? You 
went vourself ¢ 

Mr. Dunket. I went myself. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Wiureeter. Mr. Ravetch. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Ravetch, will you raise your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give to this sub- 
committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Ravertcu. I do. 

Mr. Doyie. Be seated, please. 





TESTIMONY OF IRVING RAVETCH 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Ravercn. Irving Ravetch. 

Mr. Tavenner. I note that you do not have counsel accompanying 
you. It is the proper practice of the committee—I always explain to 
witnesses that they have the right to confer with counsel at any time 
during the period of their examination and to have counsel with them 
both in open and executive meetings, if they so desire. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you desire to proceed without having counsel ? 

Mr. Ravercn. Yes, I do, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. TAvenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Ravercu. Newark, N. J., November 14, 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Ravercn. I live at 41314 Veteran Avenue in Los Angeles 24 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Ravercu. Well, I was a student here. I came from Long Beach. 
Calif., in 1939, and went to UCLA. So I guess 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me approach the matter another way. Will 
you tell the committee, first, what educational training you have had, 
and then follow it by a statement of what your employment or occupa- 
tion has been ? 

Mr. Ravercnu. Well, Iam a graduate of the University of California 
at Los Angeles, graduating in 1941. I served in the Army briefly. 
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And then I went to work as a free-lance writer, or, rather, as a staff 
writer at CBS in Hollywood. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Ravetcn. In 1943. After a year there I went to work at 
M. G. M. in Culver City, 1944, 1945, and 1946. Since 1946 I have been 
a free-lance writer. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what field ? 

Mr. Ravercu. Motion pictures, largely; selling original stories to 
various studios, taking assignments from time to time with a studio. 
But under contract nowhere since then. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you worked particularly in the field of radio? 

Mr. Ravetcnu. For 1 year back in 1944. 

Mr. TavenNER. Well, you tell the committee, please, what some of 
your principal screen and radio credits have been ? 

Mr. Ravercu. My radio credits don’t bear analysis, because as a 
staff writer I was writing continuity for western singers or staff 
singers on the station. 

In pictures I have mainly written westerns. I have four western 
credits, actually. 

Mr. TavenNER. What are they ? 

Mr. Ravercu. The Outriders, M.G. M. Vengeance Valley, M. G. M. 
The original story of Lone Hand, Universal—International. The 
original story of Run For Cover, Pine-Thomas. The original story 
of Paid in Full, for Harry Joe Bown. And that’s it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you appear here pursuant to a subpena, or are 
you appearing here voluntarily ? 

Mr. Ravercu. I am a voluntary witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received a communication from 
you giving it certain facts regarding your experiences in connection 
with the Communist Party, and, as I understand it, you have indicated 
a desire and a willingness to appear under oath before the committee. 

Mr. Ravercu. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. To give it such facts as you have, is that correct? 

Mr. Ravercu. That is correct; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, sir, if you will proceed to tell the com- 
mittee whether or not you at any time became affiliated with the 
Communist Party; if so, what were the circumstances under which 
you became a Communist Party member, what your experiences were 
while in the Communist Party, and if you withdrew from the Com- 
munist Party, what the circumstances of your withdrawal were. I 
believe that you can go ahead and cover that without my asking you 
questions. 

Mr. Ravercn. Right. In April of 1944 for an extremely brief 
period, literally for 2 weeks, I was a member of the Communist Party. 
My motives for joining, in trying to reconstruct them now, were un- 
reasoned, and actually, I suppose, partook of a reckless type of curi- 
osity to see what was going on. I was a lot younger than I am now. 

The party’s social program and its ardent desire to win the war, 
to finish off the war with Hitler, were rather attractive elements, and 
I can only tell you that I was duped by them, as many other men of 
good will have been, because of these particular programs. 

Sitting in two Communist meetings in 1944 very quickly convinced 
me that I had made a mistake, and I got out instantly. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What is it that convinced you that you had made a 
mistake ¢ 

Mr. Ravercu. The reconstruction is very difficult. I realized it was 
foolish to be a Communist Party member. I realized I had made an 
error, a foolish error, at the time. I had, I quickly discovered, very 
little in common with the people I saw around me in the two meetings ; 
that there was an air of fanaticism, a kind of zealous fate which 
frightened me and made me want to leave quickly. I simply came to 
the conclusion that I was not a joiner, certainly not a joiner here, that 
I didn’t belong here. 

I perhaps can cite an example which might prove of interest: I 
was told the first time I sat in the meeting that Communists had a very 
special key, a key to knowledge and a way of life, that dialectical 
Marxism taught a man all he hs ad to know to get t along i in the world. 

The spe: aker stated that Communists are said to follow a party line 
and people who level this charge themselves cite as an example the 
fact that two Communists at opposite ends of the pole in the world 
can get up and speak on the same topic and say almost literally the 
same; if you have the key you can give the right answers. 

This was phony and I knew immediately that I had made a mistake. 

Mr. TavenneR. Who made the address to you ? 

Mr. Ravercu. Henry Blankfort, who was apparently the chairman 
of this group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the facts as to how you 
got into the party? Did you solicit membership, or were you solicited 
to become a member ? 

Mr. Raveren. Actually, I was solicited by Henry, the same Henry 
Blankfort, over a period of a few weeks, or evena few months. Dwight 
Hauser, who worked at CBS at the same time, and who didn’t even 
remember me, quite logically 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean when he testified before the committee? 

Mr. Ravercu. That is right. He quite forgot me, I am certain, be- 
cause I was there so briefly; and we worked together at CBS, and I 
recall his discussing the advantages of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think the record should show at this place that 
Mr. Dwight Hauser cooperated fully with this committee and testi- 
fied before it and demonstrated that he had left the Communist Party 
in good faith and was no longer connected with it. 

Now, what were the actual circumstances surrounding your leaving 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ravercu. I simply never appeared again. I was not solicited 
to return. Nobody, apparently, even noticed that I dropped out. I 
went twice in April 1944, probably on succeeding weeks, on two suc- 
ceeding weeks. I never went again. I paid them not a cent in dues. 
I participated in none of their discussions or any of their activities. 

I quite frankly must tell you that I never, apart from the literal fact 
of being present—I don’t consider myself, through conviction or any- 
thing else, a member of the party or that I ever was. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you sign an application card to be a member, Mr. 
Ravetch? Did Mr. Blankfort present a card to you to sign, a pledge 
card or application card ? 

Mr. Ravetcnu. I was, it seems to me, so irresponsible about this move 
that I don’t remember actually signing anything at any time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell me who were the leaders of this group, 

» far as you could ascertain from the two meetings which you at- 
tended ? 

Mr. Ravercu. Henry Blankfort was appare sntly one leader. Sam 
Moore was apparently another. ‘They ap ypeared to share the respon- 
sibility for discussions and the routine of the meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether these two meetings that you 
attended were closed Communist Party meetings, in the sense that 
they were not open to attendance by nonmembers ‘ 

Mr. Ravercn. I seem to recall people coming in and going out in 
the course—the atmosphere was a very relaxed one, and ec ertainly g rave 
the impression of being nothing in the world like a subversive or 
undercover meeting. So I would be inclined to say, perhaps, it was 
an open meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see dues collected at that meeting, or either 
of them ? 

Mr. Ravercu. I remember a short discussion about dues, about the 
necessity for supporting the party financially, but I don’t actually 
think I saw anybody collect money. 

Mr. Tavenner. Communist Party business, however, was discussed 
at the meeting that you attended ?/ 

Mr. Ravercn. Yes. There was a discussion of the nook review of, 
I guess it was Earl Browder’s pamphlet of the Conference at Teheran. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee who were present at 
these two meetings, as far as you can recall 4 

Mr. Ravercu. My information is extremely meager on this point. 
The people I knew were people with whom I had other contact in 
radio. Apart from the two gentlemen who appeared to be the co- 
chairmen and Mr. Hauser, there were Robin Short and Caren Kinzel. 
That’s about five. Abe Burrows was present, or appeared to walk in 
and out at one point. 

Mr. Tavenner. In one or both meetings? Do you recall which 
one ¢ 

Mr. Ravercn. The first. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he take any part in the meeting itself ? 

Mr. Ravercu. He stood in the back of the room, which is why I am 
of the impression that he came in, lingered briefly and went out again. 
I would say he did not take any part. 

My friend John Dunkel, who went in the party with me and out 
of the party with me in the same period, was also at one of them— 
not the second. 

Mr. TAvenner. Was an effort made at any time to get you back into 
the party, or in attendance at meetings ? 

Mr. Ravercn. Never again. I dropped out and never actually saw 
any of these people again since 1944 to this day to my knowledge. T 
don’t believe I have seen any of them since 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were the meetings held ? 

Mr. Ravercn. The first was held at the home of Sam Moore. The 
second was held somewhere on the Sunset Strip; whose house I don’t 
remember; where the house was I don’t know. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How did you receive notice as to when, where and 
when, the meetings were to be held ? 
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Mr. Ravercu. Well, at the time of my solicitation I was invited 
to appear at the first, and advance information was given at the first 
as to the second. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Do I understand that you have had no connection or 
iffiliation with the Communist Party since the time you withdrew ? 

Mr. Ravercu. Not at all. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyix. At the time you met Mr. Moore in connection with that 
Communist meeting, he was quite a leader, wasn’t he, in the writers’ 
field ? 

Mr. Ravetcn. As I remember, Mr. Doyle, he was extremely active 
in the Radio Writers’ Guild. But at that time I miyself was not at all 
active in the guild, so that I didn’t know him until this first meeting. 

Mr. Dove. Well, you were in the party just for a couple of weeks, 
and that was during the period that Earl Browder was still head of 
the American Communist Party in April 1944? 

Mr. Ravetcu. Evidently he was. 

Mr. Dorie. Have you any suggestions to make to Congress through 
this committee as to what we should do differently, if anything, on 
any level? In other words, how can we obtain more cooperation from 
more of your brilliant men in the writing field in helping us to un- 
‘over real subversives ? 

Do you have any suggestions ? 

Mr. Ravercu. That's a large question, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyir. Will you give it some definite thought ? 

Mr. Ravetcn. I surely will, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you have any difficulty in contacting our staff i 
order to meet with us today? 

Mr. Ravercu. No. I met you through Mr. Wheeler, of course. I 
would like to go on record as saying I made a voluntary trip to the 
FBI in—at the time of the outbreak of the Korean war, and it finally 
seemed to me that the lines were pretty well drawn, and taking what- 
ever information Thad. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you very much for that, and thanks for coming 
this morning. 

Let me suggest to you this, as I have to another 1 or 2 this morning 
in the writers’ field that have been with us: You are, as an expert in 
your profession, in a field that is so possible for you to put a lot of . 
vim, vigor, and vitality into some writing some day which will help 
immeasurably the American people understand more than we do know, 
even, the need of being vigilant, and also possibly how to better meet 
the problem. 

Let me suggest that you think along that line and see if in your 
rich experiences there won’t come a time when vou can attack that in 
some way and really make a great contribution in your own profes 
sion, through your own professional writing, to meet this world 
conspir acy. 

Mr. Ravercn. I shall give it every thought, I assure you. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you again for coming. 

That is all. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and the hearing was ad 
journed subject to the call of the Chair. ) 
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